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M ayfi&om
wishes you a 3
Merry Christmas an;/
Happy New Year

the launch of a diverse range of new products and numerous significant
achievements.

MagtiCom emerged the winner of a consolidated tender for the provision of
mobile telephone services to government agencies in Georgia.

In 2013 MagtiCom captured a 6 percent increase of the market share and carries a
44 percent lead over all other operators.

MagtiCom launched its cheap roaming service, “Traveler’, offering its customers
low roaming rates during their stay abroad without the need to change telephone
number, pay a deposit or visit a service office.

MagtiSat's subscribers in 2013 exceeded 100 000 making it Georgia’s largest
satellite television operator and the unchallenged leader of the pay-TV market.

MagtiCom made another step forward by launching its own movie channels
featuring the highest-rated Georgian and foreign films. By the end of 2013, three
such channels were added to MagtiSat’s diverse programming package.

In 2013 MagtiCom became Georgia'’s first quadruple-play service provider, offering
its customers mobile and fixed-line telephony, internet and satellite television
merged in a single product as a way to save them both time and money.

We would like to extend our grateful thanks to MagtiCom'’s loyal subscribers,
partners and employees for the tremendous contribution they have made to our
success.

2 013 proved to be an eventful and rewarding year for MagtiCom, marked by

MagtiCom wishes you a wonderful year ahead and hopes that the New Year will
bring you success and happiness in 2014.
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MAGTICOM’S SATELLITE
EARTH STATION IS ONE
OF GEORGIA’S MOST
SUCCESSFUL ADVANCES
IN THE FIELD OF

TELECOMMUNICATION

AT THE END OF 2013 A SIGNIFICANT EVENT IN THE
HISTORY OF GEORGIAN TELECOMMUNICATION TOOK
PLACE: MAGTICOM LAUNCHED ITS SATELLITE EARTH

STATION (UPLINK STATION), WHICH MAKES IT POSSIBLE

TO UPLOAD A LARGE VOLUME OF INFORMATION,
INCLUDING TV CHANNELS, FROM THE TERRITORY OF
GEORGIA. BEFORE WE DISCUSS THE IMPORTANCE OF

THIS EVENT, WE WOULD LIKE TO EXPLAIN BRIEFLY WHAT
THE SATELLITE EARTH STATION IS AND THE PRINCIPLE
OF ITS OPERATION.

earth’s surface, destined for extraplanetary communication; in

other words, this kind of antenna is used for exchanging radio
signals with spacecraft, satellites or any other objects existing in
the cosmos. In the case of MagtiCom, we are dealing with an earth
station used to connect to a satellite located on the geosynchronous
orbit of the earth.

The main principle of satellite broadcasting is to receive a TV
signal from a satellite by means of a special receiver antenna and
then display it on TV screens by means of a decoder, but this is just
one aspect of the complicated process called satellite broadcasting.
Prior to being transmitted from a satellite, the TV signal must reach
the satellite in the first place. MagtiCom’s satellite earth station
serves exactly this purpose, i.e, uploading TV channels to the
satellite.

So-called geostationary satellites are used for satellite TV
broadcasting. A geostationary satellite is an artificial earth satellite,
rotating on earth’s geosynchronous orbit, located right over the
equator; the orbiting speed of the satellite, coincides with that of the
earth, thereby, the full orbit of the satellite concurs with that of the
earth or, in other words, a satellite situated on such an orbit rotates
in line with the earth and always finds itself in a fixed position in
the sky towards a given point on earth. And that is where the name
“geostationary” comes from, i.e.“unmovable towards the earth”.

Thanks to this feature of the geostationary satellite, the satellite
earth stations that do not follow the orbit of the satellite, but focus
their signal on a certain spot in the sky, can be used to upload the
signal, considerably mitigating the uploading process in general.

The satellite earth stationis a parabolicantenna located over the

www.magticom.ge
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Geostationary satellites have proved to be revolutionary in
the fields of global telecommunication, TV broadcasting, weather
forecasting, defense and intelligence; their introduction has
considerably decreased global communication costs as well as
simplifying communication in the world to a great extent.

One of the significant disadvantages of geostationary satellites
is their remoteness from the surface of the earth, i.e., nearly 36
thousand kilometers, which has a negative impact on the data
transmission immediacy. The radio signal requires approximately
quarter of a minute to reach the satellite and to return which is
reflected in a slight but sensible signal delay; the latter, in its turn,
has a negative impact on the quality of phone calls carried out
by means of a satellite and on the operation of various network
applications, such as TCP/IP, etc.

However, this demerit of geostationary satellites in no way
affects such non-interactive systems as TV broadcasting, which is
the reason they are widely used in the field of broadcasting.

The American engineer Harold Rosen is recognized as
the inventor of geostationary satellites; he invented his first
geostationary satellite Syncom 2, launched from Cape Canaveral on
July 26, 1963.
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Several months later, Syncom 2 was used for the world’s first
satellite telephone call between John Kennedy, the-then president
of the United States of America and the prime minister of Nigeria.
The first TV broadcasting geostationary satellite Syncom 3 was
launched on August 19 1964, allowing the 1964 Olympic Games in
Tokyo to be broadcast on the American continent. It was the first
Trans-Pacific TV broadcast.

The joint launch of the first commercial geostationary satellite
was provided by Western Union and NASA on 13 April 1974, giving
rise to the great era of commercial satellite broadcasting.

Signals are uploaded to the satellite from earth stations by
means of radio frequencies of microwave spectrum, using powerful
transmitters. In order to provide uninterrupted and stable operation
of both the earth station and the satellite it is compulsory to ensure
a direct line of sight between them, i.e,, drawing an imaginary line
from the earth station to the satellite. As not all earth stations may
meet this requirement, the construction of a powerful satellite earth
station by MagtiCom in Georgia is a most important step in the
development of the telecommunication field in our country.

www.magticom.ge
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The geographic location of our station is one of the
most favourable for uploading the radio signal to the
ASTRA 5B satellite situated 31.5° east. The footprint
of the ASTRA 5B satellite covers Eurasia, including
eastern Europe, the Caucasus, the Middle East and
also Central Asian regions.

The existence of such a station in Georgia does not
only meet the needs of producers of local TV channels,
but also foreign broadcasters, who are interested
in transmitting their channels in our region. This
interest is first of all determined by the prospective
for cost saving, as uploading a channel to satellite
directly from Georgia will considerably reduce the
expenses incurred by channel producers. It is worth
mentioning that this is the only satellite earth station
of such power and operational output in Georgia
and one of the largest in the Caucasus region. The
radius of the antenna exceeds 6.3 meters, whereas
the whole construction weights more than 6 tonnes.
By launching its satellite earth station, MagtiCom
has once more demonstrated the high level of
development of telecommunications in Georgia, the
standard of which is on a par with the world’s leading
countries.

by IRAKLI LOBZHANIDZE
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Three TV Channels from MagtiCom
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satellite operator SES, launched MagtiSat, Georgia’s first
domestic direct-to-home (DTH) satellite platform.

Currently MagtiSat broadcasts a wide spectrum of over 100
Georgian and foreign channels, including High Definition (HD)
ones throughout the entire territory of Georgia. MagtiSat’s signal
can be received in the remotest parts and highland areas of
Georgia where the development of other telecommunication
networks is unfeasible both economically and practically. During
the last two years MagtiSat proved that it is the best choice the
Georgian TV audience could ever make.

Today MagtiSat has an army of over 100 000 devoted
subscribers. The subscriber base is expected to see a steady
increase.

On August 19 2013, MagtiCom bought a 10-year broadcasting
license. By the end of December MagtiSat will begin to feature
three new movie channels: Magti Hit, Magti Movie and Our
Magti.

Magti Hit and Magti Movie are foreign movie destinations.
They will treat viewers 24 hours a day to a wide range of well-
loved movies dubbed in Georgian. The main criteria for choosing
movies will be high income, involvement of biggest stars and
directors, and availability of prestigious awards

Magti Hit will shine the spotlight on the latest Hollywood
super hits.

Magti Movie will showcase a rich selection of movie classics
and favourites, as well as “film auteur” produced, among others,
by such outstanding directors as Lars von Trier, Jim Jarmusch,
Michael Haneke and others.

Our Magti in the meantime will keep viewers engrossed in
much-beloved Georgian classics and documentaries.

MagtiCom is considering the possibility of adding some more
channels featuring a variety of new and entertaining content
including children’s programmes, and an exciting mixed bag of
series targeting all age groups.

In 2012 MagtiCom, in partnership with the world’s leading
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Giga Batiashvili

HONORARY CITIZEN OF TBILISI, DISTINGUISHED ARCHITECT OF GEORGIA, HONOURED
ART WORKER, ACADEMICIAN OF THE INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY OF ARCHITECTURE,
FOREIGN MEMBER OF THE RUSSIAN ACADEMY OF ARCHITECTURE AND BUILDING
SCIENCES, ACADEMICIAN OF THE ARCHITECTURE ACADEMY OF EASTERN COUNTRIES
AND THE ENGINEERING ACADEMY OF GEORGIA, STATE PRIZE LAUREATE OF THE
INTERNATIONAL UNION OF ARCHITECTS, USSR PRIZE LAUREATE, PROFESSOR, DOCTOR.
IN 2012 THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF PUBLICISTS NAMED HIM THE PERSON OF THE CENTURY.
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Your book “My Life amid Tbilisi’s Architecture” published with
the support of MagtiCom recently hit bookstores. Does it belong
to the genre of memoirs or is it just an essayistic work?

Thilisi is my home, my abode, around which my book revolves.
Some people wonder at the two titles of the book, with the cover
running "My Life amid Tbilisian Architecture” and the first cover -
“My Life amid Tbilisi’s Architecture”. Thilisi's architecture seems to
be a more correct wording; however, the environment is also an
important source of inspiration for the human psyche. | do not
imply the inspiration that comes from nature (as in the case of
Vazha-Pshavela). Instead, | refer to the inspiration that derives
from human-made surroundings.
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Man builds the environment as a product of human labour,
which subsequently begins to influence his own psyche. It is a
spiral process going round in circles, especially in big cities. The
first part of my book is an attempt to summon up memories of
the past; the other part is made up of essayistic observations.

You just mentioned that Thilisi is your home...

| was brought up in the district of Mtatsminda-Salalaki (not
Sololaki, as it is now erroneously pronounced). My grandma lived
in Mtatsminda and my parents — in Salalaki. Initially | attended
School N2 for Boys, which, when the war broke out, was convert-
ed into a hospital and we all had to relocate to Gymnasium N1

36d36gm, Am3 mdomabo mg3zgba babmas...

353005609 80056806@s-bamomasgda (Lasmagn LBmEN
Bme355, boemmmagobasb aobbbgaggdom). dgdashgdo 8mab-
806Dy (36mgMMdEs, 3dMdmgda 3o bamars 3dn. mogms3am-
390 Il gogmos Lgmmadn gbBagmmdwn, Bog®o8 MmBal obyg-
dab 399 Limms 3mb3n@mow g3os390@s s 8mbogggdn
eabosggmdy, ©mg396mgm | 30865%0530 gomsggzaygzsbab.

36M3ISN ,60RIBN". PROJECT "BRIDGES"

on Rustaveli Avenue. Only a few of my childhood friends are still
alive.

Soon after graduation from the Academy, | enrolled at the
Polytechnic Institute, department of architecture, from where
| moved to the Academy of Arts. Both institutes were reputed
to prepare students for advanced professional practice and ac-
claimed careers, ensuring their students never failed to receive
awards at contests of architects, part of the Architectural Con-
gress, which convened every four years starting from 1968. Hence
the term “Georgian architectural school” was coined.

| picked up a flair for painting from my childhood. My building
projects are always designed as paintings before being devel-
oped into architectural drawings. My father was a biologist-ento-

www.magticom.ge m
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mologist but he pursued many other interests and ventures be-
yond his profession. He was in the habit of visiting construction
sites in Thilisi and beyond. Being a staunch patriot, he believed
that construction activities were an essential prerequisite for
helping the country back onits feet. | was always hanging around
him sitting nearby and painting. It was then | developed a lively
interest in architecture.

The eminence of the Georgian architectural school cannot
be overestimated; suffice it to mention the names of two archi-
tects: Shavishvili and Kurdiani. Shakro Kurdiani’s upper station of
the funicular railway is a Thilisi landmark. It is this upper station,
building Il of the State University and Gogi Chakhava'’s Midi-Mo-
di House that | wish to single out for special mention. The latter
opens a new chapter in architecture.

After the Academy?

On graduation from the Academy | entered the Designing and
Engineering Institute, which gave me a tremendous breadth of
experience. In 19791 was appointed head of the workshop for the
restoration of Thilisi’s ancient district.

36MIISN ,6ORISN". PROJECT "BRIDGES"



4(60)2013 // THE WORLD OF CONSTANT CONNECTION

a3JCaAMNa3an

J933aNkNL LoS3aygakRLM

Joommo s6Jo@gd@acmmo bymems ooz aodmmAg-
amos — Jbmeme dogndgzomol s JnMoasbgdal mabsbgmg-
ds(3 3806, Jodhm Jmwnsbab ggmbogmmameal bgws bawg«n-
60 0doeabob bobg, ,bosgmb@m 356 300" 808sR6ns. badgmms
3960m@dn 539dmm boggdmdemagsb LEmMgo xmbogmmom-
ol by bowan@b, LabgmdBogm 1Mbogg@bodg@eb Il gme-
3Ll s Bma 30569800 539698mm aman Robagsl ,,80@0-8mman®
Lobmb godmgymaea. gb 1306l 3bgmoa BoMomars sbaemo bo@)-
43 0gm s dodgd@msdo.

33509300b 393093 ?

035@9800b  ©38ma3Mgdal  dg8wgg gLobyEmdoa  Lod-
Gmgd@m 0bbEeGNEdn, Lowss Poogbo bLimms asgosty.
1979 Bgmb Bsdmysmods abGmMogmo mdoobob smoagbol
badmgd@m babgmmbbm, bas s bym8dmgsbgmam 30806309b.

56d089d@m0bogalb badmgMgdo o6 s6LgdmaL. od(3s,
Bgdmgolb mdamabo mEosgemo@sb ©absdmlb bBsnmbsdwy
Bm0sbMgds. 08 GgMo@mMasbgs 3539698moa Azgbo gsds-
magol ab@mGogmo 1db6gdo.

Labgmmbbm sgmsdatdn g3dmbms. agabygm Laddg. dom-
390 Jahgda, Gm3gmarg as3smsbmym, dsMogbols Jnfhs,
63060b o 35380l Moggda ogm. Rgda gmmgagdabs s Rgdds
boggogd®ds, Boba@ds, 3Mmgd@ds bmMza dgobbs, mgsmoam ws
3mbgdom scbsd8gmon gobs. 08 Eymdal @MmL (396@ 60l 8a
96 ©omag38530 bog8ab gobbmEzngmgds o6 dgademgdmas @
580@m8 bs353800m JmszMmdad, 3Mgdrds 3 Jomodddgbgd-
mmdom Logddosbmdady o3 ghma 3odogo o6 gadmym. o6 3o
Mo@m3 g9dmymy s, Mmzs dzgmo mdamabol Gg3mbL@mad-
(309-69396965300L badoBmggmmb 8530bmgmon msghmds,
3065050 35&mbn gmsMo J935Mbsdg, badgmms 3mmandg-
0@0basb Jommmom, spanmmdmnga Ggbambgdom sbm@(so-
€290

dggma  mdoeobolb  Lbgomsbbgs mdagd@oal 33g6gdmm-
do-Mg3mbbGHmJ300bolb ds@mba gomemmn bdoMowm dmma-
mes b8dgbgdmm BmgEsbdy. gb Bmaxg® ©sggadamo aym
@ Bmaxg® ©Magadagn, gnomd dg8mbgggnma. 8mbgmabab

o et

83&mM3MTN&IBNL LORBIMN ,300 OFHOB3IRN”
UNDERGOUND STATION "300 ARAGVELI"

Architects never get caught in a confined space. |, however,
confine Thilisi to the area from Ortachala to Dinamo Stadium,
within an area where historical sites of our capital are concen-
trated.

The workshop was based in Avlabar. We started the ball rolling
on the restoration of Chardin Street, Cotton Row and Iron Row.
Our ideas soon began to take shape and achieved expression
perceptible to the eye and mind. Under the Soviet regime’s heav-
ily centralized rule it was impossibly difficult to get funds for a
project that fell outside the pre-determined schedule. The Krem-
lin could not be persuaded to cough up for the reconstruction of
Thilisi, more especially as the process was masterminded by the
then government of Georgia, and by Eduard Shevardnadze per-
sonally, who, secretly and stealthily from the Soviet political elite,
tried to channel local resources to construction sites.

These construction sites were frequented by Eduard
Shevardnadze. Such visits were sometimes planned, sometimes
unexpected, held in what seemed a haphazard manner. He would
come and inquire whether we needed any help or support...
| could always say when his visit was in the offing: fifteen minutes
before his arrival the area would suddenly begin to swarm with
ministers and members of the politburo | recall he once came to
the construction site in the vicinity of Sioni Church asking us as
usual about our routine chores. At five o'clock when the church
bells began to chime, the accompanying ministers and members
of the politburo suddenly dashed to their cars with determined
briskness... Shevardnadze remained. He smiled at us and then,
in a joking sort of way, shouted at the créme de la creme depart-
ing hurriedly from the site: “where are you hurrying, come back,
not for you these bells are tolling"...

But “there is nothing hidden that will not be revealed” - our
secret efforts were in the end made known and Shota Kavlashvili
and | were awarded the USSR State Prize, which was first of all an
award presented to us by Thilisi, Tbilisians.

What does the term “Italian yard” mean? You were the first
to call into question the correctness of this term...

Yes, | engaged in an increasingly bitter war against this term
through TV and other media sources. | remember one of the

www.magticom.ge m
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channels even broadcast a programme titled Italian Yard. This
term came into existence a few years ago. Anyone familiar with
Italy knows that the northern Italians’ framework of mind is to-
tally different from that of southern Italians, though they have
much in common. For example, a place for all Italians to get to
know their neighbours and meet members of their community
is a street, rather than home or a yard. A merry-go-round of Ital-
ian fetes, parties and the like, even weddings are celebrated in
the streets. In Thilisi, however, homes and streets are not discrete
objects; they overlap and interweave. We have a semi-open atri-
um system, in which neighbours sometimes quarrel and gossip
behind each other’s backs but they also have a common basin
where they cool melons and treat each other; besides, if any
dweller receives guests all neighbours find it their duty to offer
him help to make sure that his guests feel comfortable and cozy.
Italians are reserved and restrained at home and extroverted and
sociable outside the home. We are outgoing everywhere, wheth-
er in our place or elsewhere. It is what sets the Tbilisian yard
apart from its Italian counterpart!

During Margaret Thatcher’s visit to Thilisi | was asked to meet
her in the Metechi Plateau area and give her some illuminating
insights into the history of our capital. Mrs. Thatcher, who startled
me with her intimate knowledge of Georgia, suddenly asked me
how | could explain that fact that Georgia remained unshaken by
the many ordeals it had come through during the past and man-
aged to retain its formal and informal independence. This dia-
logue took place in the 1980s, in the presence of top communist
officials, distinguished members of the House of Lords, all-union
and local KGB agents. | mused for a while and then said: “to your
question, I'll answer as an architect: we've all heard the proverbial
saying:“An Englishman'’s home is his castle”, combining both the
figurative and the literal meaning of privacy locked to the outer
eye. A Georgian man’s home, quite the contrary, is open and re-
ceptive embracing people of all nationalities and religions, who
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have had no clash or conflict in the course of many centuries.
Mrs. Thatcher seemed to be content with the answer.

Thilisi underwent a series of architectural modifications...

Yes, the first such modifications took place at the juncture
of the 19" and 20™ centuries, followed by another series in the
1940s-50s, the so-called factory-built changes in the 1960s, and
last, but not least, the recently designed and constructed build-
ings.

Architecture is a kind of document chronicling occurrences
during a distinct epoch. The urban development of Thilisi has its
distinguishing features. Thilisi is predominantly referred to as a
city in all Arabic, Armenian, Persian and European sources, which
is not the case with Georgian sources. Had it not been for histo-
rian Vakhushti Bagrationi, the situation would have been much
more complicated.

The urban development process since Thilisi's foundation
up to the 18" century was concentrated on Narikala Hill and
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Legvtakhevi area. Today there is much talk about who we are:
Europeans or Asians. We are Europeans, and we had our hand in
the civilization of the Mediterranean basin. But oriental culture
also had its own marked impact on us. Two cultures intermingled
in Georgia without losing their separate identities. Georgians
effortlessly switched to coffee-drinking and beard-shaving. The
timeless movie “Keto and Kote"features Georgians clad in lampas
trousers and frock coats, wearing chrysanthemums on the lapels
of jackets, and strumming guitars, at the same time indulging
their passion for the Thari (an oriental musical instrument), dag-
gers and horns. Then came a boom in Baku that spawned money,
wealth and a sense of respect. A large part of Salalaki was builtin
those years.

What types of buildings are built now?

Let me start by saying a few words about Tbilisi. Some may
claim that the recently-built bridge is architecturally stunning.
That may be true, but it is definitely out of place. It should have
been built at the entrance of Rustavi, in the Mtkvari Valley, where
the construction of a Children’s City is currently underway and
where it could have played the role of camertone. We could then
consider the possibility of developing this trend in architecture
but...

The soil should be a source of lasting nourishment to the
roots. Whatever | do | try to provide a key to future architecture.
Architecture is a chronicler of history and the very epitome of the
epoch in which it is created. At the same time, architecture in-
evitably mirrors our mental attitudes, aesthetic preferences and
habits. Therefore, it cannot tolerate any deviation. And I'm not
alone in thinking that Gulliver’s Boots cannot fit into the architec-
tural setting of Rike!

Georgian architects design buildings that meet the challenges
of modern architecture. Their names, however, remain obscure
to our society. Of course, they have the full right to invite Italian
architects, but they should also show respect for Georgian pro-
fessionals.

What is your dream project?
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The historical part of the city is not a museum exhibit, it is a
living organism, which needs to be nurtured and cared for.

Fortunately, the Ermakov and Roinashvili collection of pho-
tos — an invaluable treasure — has come down to us. I still cherish
childhood memories of two bridges — Abo's Bridge and Donkey
Bridge (so named because of its narrowness). Later they were re-
placed by a single broad bridge. | want to restore what time has
already erased. In its time, the right and left embankments of the
Mtkvari River were developed at the expense of caravanserais.
The Mtkvari channel, however, still retains the foundation of a
caravanserai bridge pillar. My project envisages building in rock,
at the widest section of the Mtkvari, a number of buildings with
caravanserai functions. Caravanserais are associated with trade,
hospitality and entertainment, catering to a desire for novelty
and at the same time echoing the past. | pray to God to give me
the strength to make my project a reality.

And to hark back to “My Life amid Tbilisi’s/Tbilisian Archi-
tecture”..

I've been trying to have this book published for a number of
years. If you read it you'll have the feeling that | put a full stop sev-
eral times but then started over again... some publishing houses
even refused to answer me for fear of being persecuted by na-
tional government officials.

Gia Jokhtaberidze extended to me a helping hand at one of
our meetings and the book that has been taking shape for the
past ten years saw the daylight at last. It is the greatest gift to me!

PS.

Thilisians still remember that the site of the Presidential Pal-
ace in Avlabar was once occupied by the traffic police. An idea
to convert this building into the House of Georgia (whose Euro-
pean counterparts like the House of Finland and the House of
Berlin, Pompidou Centre in Paris sprang up in the second half of
the 20th century) was conceived as early on as the 1980s, during
the Soviet era, but it did not come to fruition due to the political
upheavals that hit the Soviet Union then... once abandoned this
idea of the House of Georgia seems to me worthy of attention,
consideration...
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ur world is changing fast, and things which were
Oimpossible yesterday have become easy today.

Thanks to new technologies, the internet and
modern aeroplanes, distances are becoming smaller,
borders are disappearing, and accessing a world of
information and services in a second has become a "must
have". It takes just a few seconds to send a message to
anyone in the world, and only a few hours of flight to travel
anywhere.

A bumning desire to stay online

Most of us have simply become used to being online
everywhere and all the time - surfing the internet for work,
exchanging emails, chatting with friends and relatives,
using social media, shopping online, etc. - which is why the
absence of an in-flight internet connection makes travelling
relatively boring and in some ways even inconvenient.
During the pre-flight safety demonstration, the flight
attendants always told us to "please turn off all electronic
devices during take-off and landing..." Although we could
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still use devices such as laptops or tablets during the
flight itself, until recently we had no access to email, social
networks or websites when we were flying. But things are
changing, and today thanks to companies like SES - the
global satellite operator which owns and operates the
“Astra” fleet of satellites — airline passengers can also stay
online during their flight.

Some Georgians already know what SES's satellites
are capable of: several ASTRA capacities are utilized for
Georgia's first domestic direct-to-home (DTH) television
platform Magtisat. But satellites can do much more than
simply broadcast a television signal.

Satellite internet over the seas and
oceans

The history of in-flight connectivity began in the early
2000s, and the number of commercial airlines offering in-
flight internet access has been growing dramatically every
year: between 2011 and 2012, the number of connected
commercial airliners rose by 60 percent to reach 2,700.
Thanks to satellites, passengers can browse the internet
even when flying over seas and oceans, well beyond the
reach of land-based stations.

In many cases, this on-board connectivity is supported by
SES, whose global fleet is currently made up of 54 satellites,
with more headed for the launch pad by the end of 2013.To
meet the growing demand for in-flight internet access, in
the autumn of 2013 SES signed several multi-million-dollar
agreements with some of the world’s leading suppliers of
in-flight connectivity and entertainment systems such as
Gogo, Panasonic Avionics Corporation and Row 44.

www.magticom.ge m
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30 35636 (3mb 068 9Mbg B 3ogdncnl Gammmbmemmgsba Jbgmoa. As part of a long-term deal between SES and Gogo, SES

GRTE

These companies are not yet very well known in Georgia,
but Georgians, who regularly travel abroad, especially on
trans-Atlantic flights, might have noticed their logos in
airports and during their flight.

Gogo, for example, which relies upon SES's satellites, is
a global leader of in-flight connectivity and a pioneer in

M www.magticom.ge
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will provide the strategic teleport services and expertise
that will enable Gogo to access satellite connectivity and
extend their in-flight broadband network into new markets
over the North Atlantic, North America and Europe.

How does it work?

Getting connected on board an aeroplane is just like
connecting to the internet at a Wi-Fi hotspot in a coffee
shop or a hotel: the only difference is that the network can
only be used once the aircraft reaches 10 000 feet and the
crew gives the okay to turn on portable electronic devices.
After this, you simply connect to the available Wi-Fi network,
register and log in, and surf the internet without restrictions
until the ‘plane begins to land! Isn’t it nice to be able to tell
your loved ones that you are 20 000 feet above the earth
and miss them a lot? Or to make a last-minute deal when
booking your hotel room before you land? Or to simply take
pictures of the Earth seen from above and immediately post
them on your Facebook account? So when you travel the
globe to see your friends, family or business partners or just
to discover new places, stay online and keep in touch with
everybody even when you fly.

This might even happen to you during your next trip!
Come the winter holidays, maybe you will be wishing your
friends and family a merry Christmas and a happy 2014
from the sky!

By ANNA RUKHADZE
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Noise bursting
out of silence

11 The musicisnotinthenotes, but inthesilence between’...
guests, however, seemed boisterous and noisy despite
Mozart's catch phrase gracing their invitation cards to
the Silence Between film, which had its premiere in Thilisi Event
Hall...

“I had great pleasure watching it!"...

“Congratulations! You do a fine job making such films"...

“What a different aesthetic, bravo!”...

Accepting congratulations after the premiere, film makers
engaged in lively discussions with guests treated to a selection
of delicious canapés and wine... This unusually warm evening
revolved around music ... and around the film about the Batumi
international classical music festival, distinguished by the fact
that it was made by women.
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ame (3 30d300, 3mabogamo 3gbogab dsodal bogHmsdma-
be ggb@ngsma Batumi Music Fest @sssmbs. b Bggbo 0s653g-
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9L Jomds@mbo grobm dmemgdgadgs...
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The main protagonist of the film is also a woman, who figures
among the founders of the Batumi Festival. She was seven when
she first made her way onto the stage as a pianist and since
then she has continued to draw gasps of admiration from highly
critical judges, including Michel Sogny, with whom friendship
later grew into co-operation and led to the establishment of
the international charity SOS Talents Foundation, credited with
bringing out the brilliance of musical talent in young Georgian
pianists. As for the Lyra Charity Fund set up in spring, it is also
geared towards discovering and nurturing the creative talents
of young Georgian pianists... She lives in Paris and is a laureate
of highly prestigious international competitions... She is
referred to as a brilliant virtuoso and a prodigious pianist with
formidable talent... Sheis invited to perform in the world’s major
concert halls... in 2014 she founded Batumi Music Festival - an
international classical music festival... She is Georgian and we
take great pride in being her compatriots. ..

She is Eliso Bolkvadze...

Being a musical expert by profession, she entered the realm
of cinema and, fired by her newfound zeal, set out on a long and
difficult journey from editor to director of Georgian Telefilm...
she could have lived a life without challenges though... Teaming

www.magticom.ge E_};g
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with her highly committed colleagues during the years when
the country was going through its leanest patch, she gave
a new lease of life to the Georgian Telefilm Studio resulting in the
production of a whole series of documentary and feature films.

Silence Between was also created at a studio founded by her
when the Georgian advertising business was still in its infancy.
The implication of the studio name (Neostudio) is obvious:
novelty. Neostudio’s clips It Rings Here Too and Call Me Back
remain classics of Georgian advertising.

dab LE M@, gP@a e s 3MmB785E8 30356 05653dMMBrgd-
056 9P 0@ gossMARNbs, 5813sgs s sMd MM LonbBgMgbm
©m3396@ Mo oy dbs@zmymo gomdo dg3do@e JoMmaym
306935@macogb...

Silence Between-o(3 80l 8096 og0dbgdmmo b mmaab ds-
b5Dg 8904365, Bmdgmo(s 08 MM ©sRNdbos, Mm(3s badsm-
»ggmmdo bafmggmedm bagdg ggbl nEasdws... s3o LMol
babgmog sbomb @m3zegdams = ,6gmbEmons®. yggmabogal
356300 (36mdamo Joommo MHgzmsdgdo ,odoss Mgge3L” oo
»3°@8mM739" @@L 9339 gepobogos...

08 ©MmL 306m3MmEonbg@ob 3Gmzgbosi bosbrmg aym,

Film producer was then a novelty profession, especially for
women. However, passion for the cinema and an accumulation
of experience helped her along the road to achieve professional
fulfillment. This small studio packed with qualified and
mature professionals shot, along with ad clips, a number of
documentaries as well: Silk Road, General John Shalikashvili,
| - George Balanchine, Outstretched Strings and last but not least,
Silence Between.

She is Manana Shevardnadze...

Silence Between is the handiwork of an outstanding director
who is known for taking her inspiration from modern music...
in Silence Between, however, she tried her chance with
a classical music-themed film and pulled off a remarkable feat...
her ads and music clips are known for a successful mélange of
exuberant style, taste and esthetics...as well as for wonderfully
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playful “Hooliganism”...her personality - bold, resolute and
boisterous is revealed through her works... her train is always
speeding ahead... one moment she is here and the next -
beyond the borders... she enjoys herself drinking Badagoni...
She is flying, not walking, when in love... and her name sounds
extraordinary...

She is Basa Potskhishvili...

And last, but not least, the woman who took over at the helm
of the Georgian Media Production Group founded by her father
and decided to follow in his footsteps by doing charity work...
her contribution has proved invaluable in realizing the concept
of the film ...

She is Lika Patarkatsishuvili ...

300 ©39@ b Jomds@mbobmgol. Jogmed 3obmb boygstmmas,
&9mgn0mdgddo Jomgdmmds godmmamgdsd, ogo 3Gmggbo-
MBoma@ BIBMoYsmM0ds... 58 358)5Ms, 8(30MgM0(3bmgz568s LBw-
003, bd430b F(3MELY Mg NMBS 5ES3056953s, Lomgzmsdm
ammagdol aoMms Em3ndgbG o gomadgdois gowsomgb...
250693030 abs”, ,3969Msmo xmb Jormogsdgomon”, ,89 -
RO 35dbRaba”, ,ogndmma ba8gda“... Bso Gn3bzlb mg-
39609m0 g3amBa(y gg8s@e...
9L Jomds@mba 856565 9350065dgs...

Silence Between (36m30m8s G gg0bm@8s gosamm... sdsdwmy
80bo 399md870980b Bmsgsmn Bystim msbadgmmmgy dqbogs

s

Thilisi Event Hall brought together people who yearn for the
possibility to communicate and interact with each other; people
for whom art does not just signify single-serving props for a stage
show. Prior to the premiere, the creative team was presented to
the audience by Manana Shevardnadze given that the film was
directed at Neostudio.“Our non-commercial project is focused on
bringing to the fore the importance of classical music as well as on
highlighting the progress which outstanding Georgian musicians
are making abroad in their efforts to use various foundations and
festivals for promoting classical music in Georgia. We wanted

www.magticom.ge m&
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08 baedmb ,039603mmBn" YFMNNgMHNMESIMbIGHgdeym-
85 Labmasmgdsd Bmnysts msga, babmasmmgdsd, HmBmal-
»gabag bgmmgbgds oM oMol dbmmme dy@oxmmns s gf-
o xgMo@0 babsbomds. 3Gg8ngmal Bob Boym@gdgmb dg8mddg-
©980000 ®aqR30 JomdsGmbds 356565 dg35Mbadgd bodmwgo-
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to make a non-standard film falling outside the scope of a
documentary or journalism and to suit it to a musical mood...
the first name that comes to mind when you think of originality
and innovation is Basa Potskhishvili... her uniquely distinct style
allows you to take a different look at the process of creation, for
which we owe her our thanks... And | would also like to thank
Eliso Bolkvadze for starring in the film and for filling the void
between the notes and making the silence sing"..

Basa Potskhishvili thanked the creative team for providing a
well-coordinated and inspiring work environment; as well as all
the musicians and actors involved...

The audience was impatient for the film to appear on the
screen.

A storm of applause from the audience and Eliso Bolkvadze’s
brilliant performance of Chopin have proved once again the

www.magticom.ge
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85 dgaggmBos... Bmegbs mMagobammdady, asbbbzeggdmmmdady
380d6md, ygmggmmgal dsbs gmzbadgamal 65893936 gda Bobbgbog-
5. 80bo ;vgnmBymegan, 3obmdgmmgdgema bGamo badamaemgdsl odemg-
35 398mg8ggdam 3Mm3gbb Lbgs mgsmoo dgbgom. mawo dswemm-
35 8L 080bmgob... s oEo do@mmds Wbogngmgl 30560LEL gmmabm
dmegdgadgl, Silence Between-ob dmagsm adomb bgmdgbymdaborgals,
30330 dmbabomgmdabogalb s 3396gdb Immal ool sbg -
80bo dg3bgdabogab™.

3oL gm(3b0dgomBs Bommds gomogbams 398mddgrmgdomn k-
3ol mnomgae 6936L sbgon Jgmebbdgdmma, ymggmdbeng mbEmb-
39mymgaemo badmdom gomgdmb Jg4860bmgal; Bom83a 8mbsobaceng
9395 39bogmbl o sMs3Mmmygbombaen dbobomdb...

©oMd5Bdn dymggo BoymMgdgmo 3o 0b@Ggmgbom gmmms goemdal
©564g8ob... gamdab, MmBgmoz 3Mgdngmab dg8mgy 0Bygdb Lome-
begl...

trustworthiness of Mozart's words that “the music is not
in the notes, but in the silence between”...

The final note... a minute of silence... and then... an
explosion of noise ...
36g80gs Jgoas... Bsgnmgdmol s3emm@aldgb@gdds ©s d99mya
gmabm dmmgdgadal 8m3gbals s@aRzgmmgdmngds dgbememgdsd 653-
3050 533506376 Im (3060l 35dmbocmggsdal gddsmn@gdsda —
3qbogs 965 6@ gddn, 5638gm oo Il boRmdgdas...
dmmm beo@o... BsBogmo boBmdy... s @snbym bdsmo...
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By NANA ZURABISHVILI
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©oMB3Mbgdmmon 306, 368bs3mgd Mormmos dg436s 30bm-
gor8o Igbogodg... Bog o8 mngg dg8mbzgzoda gb dgbodmg-
dgmos, oy 08 3G 3gLL Bogng®a se8nsbgdo bamBammaggb.

9L gomBo(z LEmG 9o 0808 ™8 Jgmas, ™8 ab fgddsmn@ e
Bogog®o 3bogmb-398bemmmgdmagdolb dgbobgd F9ddendow
BogngmBs 398mg8gmgdam8s 3megd@ngds dgddbs. Jgdob 0d-
Laby@gdL gbroal mnmmgama Bggo...

3% 969, Bordl, 8abo bogsb3sbsmemgdemm ©sbadbeemgda-
56, Jomamo Jg8m Jdggdnmn @mbomsb go8mBmnbomy, 3Gs-
30 3omngMn 3sym@gdgmo o EadRsbgdgmo gymmgds.

LEILA MARUASHVILI
Professor of Thilisi Conservatory

As a professional musician I'm perfectly aware of
the difficulty that any attempt to capture the essence
of music in a nutshell may involve...

It must be equally difficult to direct a film on
music. Both are, however, possible if the masterminds
behind the process are talented people.

A factor that has played a decisive part in the
success of this film is that it revolves around a
virtuoso musician and is created by a virtuoso team.
Each member of this team deserves the highest
praise...

| believe that due to its great educational and
artistic merits, the film is set to win many awards and
widespread popular acclaim.

3M30 J03065dI
©oMogmGo

303@s Rgdmzgal dsbs gm3badzamon ogamomos
bgmmgabab, 8mdomagdal, 8ggmdmal. Bggblh momdsda
0a0 g33mmBgmma 3oMmgbgdss. dabo ymggmo 6ad¢-
393960 o 06@gMgbb 063930, dobs 8ol Mgygabmen,
m89m3dds Jomogmo gmadolb Jum@gcs bHmmoaswo
sbagm Lo8smmgbg s0ygsbs. Silence Between 8obio g6-
33560 ©gdagBos — m330b Jg8mJdgwgdada ngo dom-
39mo@ dggbm gmobogm@ dgbogol. Bom8s@gdamema
0@8mBBs 8obo 3(3pgmmds — gemabogn®o, s3o@gd0-
@60 3gbogs mobs8gEMmmzgmdabomsb ©oggzegdamgda-
Ba. sbgon 63393936980 3robogm®a ba s guG™
3m3gmaMmmo gobogds sbamasdMos momdada, nda-
G™3 ™3 d5Ld BOBEGOLEIPMOE gMIbMIL Ms6s3g-
mg9mdab 3gmbosgosl. 3godmd, gb gomdo dsbal
©5 6gmbEmooal domnsb oo Bomds@gdss.
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GOGI CHICHINADZE
Conductor

Basa Potskhishvili for me is the quintessence
of all that being an artist, a citizen, and a friend
implies. What sets her apart from others is her
distinctly vibrant personality. Her works are instant
thrills and spills. She is a director who took the
quality of the Georgian clip to a whole new level.
Silence Between is her debut in the sense that it
was herfirst brush with classical music. Her attempt
to marry classical music with contemporary art
had a successful outcome. Classical music thus
spiced up with modern elements will become
even more popular among the young generation
as Basa keeps her finger on the pulse of modern
society. | think the film is a big coup which Basa
and Neostudio pulled off together.
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9b @omBo 6gmbEnwonlb gHo-gHomn BamBs@gdama 3Gmgd@ns. gmobagnm Bqbogady
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BMEId(3000000 @dGZ0Mogma. Goendn godmmBgmmos — 85Ldn dggMos 3Mga@ngo. ob JoMas-
oo 200bMgdgma o J58mga 8bo@3zmgm Lobggddo goo@obamoa. dmbG oy mMagnbom«y-
605 ©5, BmadsE, 0780bswda Boamdss dg8mddgwgdocmn. ymggmogg gb 3o bgmbE ool s
3oLl a8Labymgdas. gb 0g8s 856 Ma30bgdaMmam asnsds. Silence Between & stal bm-
mmE Bogd@gddg ©s 085dy, Hm3 GgbGogsmo Ro@smMms. gb gomdo 3gbogsmyHo gomdos o
o6 gaendo ggb@ogamdg. ob gmadabs s EmIN8gb@omab@ngalb bobmgbas, Moz dsbab ym-
39mmgob domnsb goMmasm godmbab.

380d6md, 9b ymggmogg 3gdmbggznommds 56 sGab. 3MmEanbgmBs, §-63s 856565 dgzom-
©65dg8, 60bsbBsm nggodms 535bg. Babo biyMgora ngm gamBo gmagamoaygm sbgmo gmEBsGab —
LEomobE M Mg absmuMn @s 5Gd FdMara, bmmmu nbgxgm@ds3ommoa, 3dmbmas by gg-
360 bGP o maMgdymgds.

9L 60l 3oasw dmzadBadama 0gs, joMase dg@Bgmmoa 353mddgmgdomn ganao s
580@m3... doemnsb 3oman dggan.

and Neostudio had in this film. Silence Between consists not of
a mere listing of facts about how the festival was conducted. It
is a musical film rather than a film about the festival; and it is a
rich synthesis of music clip and documentary. Basa is expert at

GIORGI EBRALIDZE
Film Director

This film is one of Neostudio’s successful projects. Films about
classical music are something of a rarity in Georgia. Outstretched

Strings directed by me was also created at Neostudio, which set
an example worth following.

Such films are often directed in a pragmatic and informative
style covering nothing but bare facts. Silence Between is, on
the contrary, a piece of creative work. The idea behind it is well
thought out and effectively conveyed in its visual representation;
the editing is original, which is due to the creative input Basa

making such synthesis work.

As the producer, Manana Shevardnadze made all necessary
arrangements for the film to match the criteria for creativeness,
stylistic innovation and artistic excellence.

It was a combination of a brilliant idea and an aptly staffed
creative team that in the end translated into what can be
described as an amazing success story.

www.magticom.ge m&



sS933anknu

=

LS3YOShM

THE WORLD OF CONSTANT CONNECTION // 4(60)2013

03030 d6IR1JI
3dbs@zscn

30M39mos@ sl 6gm3mzggbol 3oMggmo Lagm®@g-
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8gmEgm 3560b3a — 5330LEMb dmmmb, dsgsdg-
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Lo gomyMn 530300 ©d bandmgda. baydMgdo 3¢-
bogody, dg8mg8gmgdady, dsomdab ggb@agemdy, @

58 badmgddn bmbm dsFMEsbadzamo, gomg®o bmgm-
mmg0, dobaemol g3mbmady, dbm dmblabygsbo.

©5 gomadob Mggobmab, dsbs gmzbodgamal, ba-
3560 083gmbo — 31693530 Imbg@nscmyg 5333930,
0 gmb gogab@ma bm@gdn, Gmdmgdacy bogM ol
©5, 8g0dmgds, @mmab Lbgswsbbgs g3mdsdo gomsng-
39098006 @5 36056 035L, Mobaz 3xbogs 34g00.

s 3969 bngs BorBab Goboman 3056ab@n Jo-
mab ggbdMgbogmmdom aoxgMgdgmo, sob, dogm-
mEgds ©d 03 bogMzgb YoMmEyds, bows ©HmAb
356bs 3mocgdam 8mB89683do 3gndbs.

5 dbema(sg, Mgommdsl s(30960mn, 33Mdbmd, gbg-
©o3 ©d 33bgz0(300, ®m3 gb Jomo Gmosmmsb dgbs-
6036530 Jomggmo 3056ab@a gemabem dmedgadgs.

AKAKI DZNELADZE
Artist

My first impression of her was a pianist playing Beethoven's
Piano Concerto No.1 at the music festival in Batumi, in June.

My second encounter came in Paris, at the Bagatelle Festival,
with her performance of Prokofiev, Schubert, and amazing Elliott
Carter...

The third such experience was her electrifying performance
of Chopin during Basa Potskishvili's film premiere. She is the one
who stole the show in Silence Between, and her burning musical
ambition, her vision of music, art, and the Batumi Festival, as well as

6060 X06320JJ

herviews on Soso Bardanashvili, Valeriy Sokolov, Michalis Economou
and Bruno Monsaingeon.

And Basa Potskhishvili's amazing images of kids romping around
in nature; and notes scattered randomly in the air, which at some
point intersect one another and produce what we call music.

In an exciting finale, music gaining in intensity from the pianist’s
thundering performance begins to soar high and merge with the
sublime space where it was once created...

Totally oblivious to the surrounding reality, | suddenly begin
to feel, see and realize that the lady sitting before the keys is the
magnificent pianist, Eliso Bolkvadze.

Agg0bmea

»9b 3gbogss.

3mbogs 30 mgemao Rgda (3bmgMgdsest...

ab Lo yzgdo gogeb Barddn, Hm3mab bams-
oo Igbogabsgom gmg®b. dogmo goemda 3o
3(3009tmmdas dogamon dbogemn®o dodgalb o-
&930bs — ¥gMdn, §MsDgddn, Drmgalb LEagdasdn
©o... abgg g@da: g dn, cgo@do, 3sgda.

og abgmo 3gbogs gmgAb, Gmdmab Lobswagglb
»30am BMsbgoms 3gxg” — 3yobzoma oy gogd-
mgdb: 3gMwn, 8mzaM@0, dgm3mggba, dm3gboa...

08 ggoomdmdomgdol dodgzelb momddolb go@sggh-
3090, M3 56 IMs35mBg@Y39mbo gogbono.
3gbogs 3o LohnBaEsb ndswmgds.

000 bLoRndnwasb.

Silence Between.

PS. sbgmo go66ymds adgngmes gamdol Babgzal
398m9a..-

aba®o = gb aobBymds bmdogd@n® sbGHow Ro-
domgaomgm, abg®o — mdogd@ume...

3bmmme 03sb 30@ygz0 —

Bommds dsbs gm(3badzoml,

do@mmds bymbEMosb...

NANA JANELIDZE
Film Director

“This is music.

And music is my life"...

These are the words that we hear in the film whose title seems
to sound like music. This film is but an attempt to contain the
pulsing rhythm of music in colours, in phrases, in the untamed
sea, and again: in blue, in white, in black... the music whose
silent lucidity can only be perceived by the king of kings: Verdi...

ﬁ@g www.magticom.ge

Mozart... Beethoven... Chopin... so unaccustomed we have
grown to this sense of silence. Too eloquent, maybe, we are...

But music is born out of silence.

Out of big silence.

Silence between.

PS. Such is the impression left on me by the film. You may find
my view either subjective or objective. In any case I'd just like to
say a very big thank you to Basa Potskhishvili and to Neostudio.

BMSEM: 396 693960-8980LOLZNL

PHOTO: MARI NAKANI-MAMASAKHLISI
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ADSL (Asymmetrical Digital Subscriber Line) - 8g46mmmgos,
Mm3gemo(3 9 MMb39mymaL Bomambohdemosh 068 gMbydLb
B399mgdmngo ba@gmgumbm bobal godmygbgdoom s, 53539
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0l gobbabm®(30gmgdmo.
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Y3960 (330 (56500b3M @) gemgd@Hmbymo bogbs-
mab badgamgdoon.
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AP (Access Point) = 8mbymdammds, Gm3mab badmsemgdoms(s
abgoo gbogbm 8mBymdammdgdn, Mmammgda(zes 3m33ag-
G990 ©d 3emab3g@gdo 393306 gd0s6 068 gMbyBL 56 0b-
&®bg8 Lyl

APN (Access Point Name) - 8m3oeq& @ grggmdbogsosda
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Bandwidth - 8963060, ®m3gmoas 9B mnOHmymaE 3obbsb-
036530 39038(3980 56bab bogsbgl, 356bsdmzG@mb 396-
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mgdob 3egrmdsms Mo3bgo mab yzgmadg @s@gzoMogema

CDMA (Code Division Multiple Access) - 8mdoetio Jbgmgdab-
ogab 39393sggdmmo b ebosMEa, sbggg (36mdamns Gomom
L3gd@Pmmab babgmBmegdom. gb Labgds nggbgdl gHo
BoMmm bobdotme bL3gd@mMmL yzgmes Godab GMagngab gows-
bo393s.

CDR (Call Data Records) - 80606360, 3969M0mgdmmo doMoms-
©0 bsgmBg@oisam bowanmob 8o, Gm3gmda(s smofobgds
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DSL (Digital Subscriber Line) — &9d6mmmangdal gHomdemom-
35, ®mPgmoa(s 9dOHN63gmymBL 8mba(3gms (308 oo~
(3985b e gsmamo b grggmbm Jugmab badnsmgdao.
DSLAM (DSL Access Multiplexer) - dbgemao gemgdgb@oa, Gim-
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Bite - 3m330g@g@mm &gdbogedn godmygbgdemmo abgm®ds-
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690336 s 35330Mgds.
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DTV (Digital Television) - 30g&ra @gmgznbos, 564 bo-
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DVB (Digital Video Broadcast) - (30gOYmo @3@330%00b0’)30b
8omgdamo bogMmsdmmabm mns bBebosm@gdab 3@gdamo.
Dual Band — GSM 4Lgmob @s 8mdaemgda s30Ma@ab, go-
mmemaw, 900 s 1800 85353963 bobdamggddy Bmdomdals
3gbodmgdemmds.
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e-commerce - 3m8gM 300l &nda, Hm3gm8a(g 8mboboemggdl
dmenb gEmogomds 0b@gmbg@dbgmab badnsmgdam bm-
(309,

EDGE (Enhanced Data rates for GSM Evolution) - GSM & 946c-
mmanab 3563000060 980b BabaemyMao g8 sdn, HmIgmo(s Im-
nms300l sbaem bJgd9dL 0ygbgdl s, MmgmEammaw, 3mbs-
(39809 30053980l bk Jamgl 384 38/63-8g DAab.

Fixed Wireless - Bs3mowg gbb Moombogbomab badmsemgdoo
3mbo(398ms 3000gd5/3905(3935L JLgmbs s bBsgnmbamy-
@ a3mMbE7gdm ImBbdasmgdmal dmbymdammdsl Im-
Mol

GPRS (Global Packed Radio Service) - 8 ggbmemmans, LB sbosm-
&0bgdgmo Hmami(z3 GSM 2.5 gobab babomon. Bomdmawagbl
GSM 4Lgemgdobogal (3086m dmbs3gdms 30398 M0 3os-
(3990b 3oMggem Lol gdsb.

GPS (Global Positioning System) — sanm3ogdstmgmdals ws-
baagbo LabBgds, BmBgmo(s 0ygbgdlb $33-0b msogms3zal
©935685896@0b og® 359398 3mbEmba® msbadabag-
Gge Jogerb.

Headend - 6563mawa 96L Jbgmab Bg@@amb, bawss yggms
LoaBomob Mmagdmyms s 98mamBn 86036y mgdal baa«-
6930b396 go@a(398 bgds. bsgedgermm Jbgemgddn Headend
BomBmoma bl (306@Msmn®m a5356560mgdgm 3396dL, HmBg-
™o 0gdgmmmdl 3009mboabamgdl 06583 bogMgdawsb ©s
bbgs Bysmimgdamsb, gommsddbal 850 Bgbadadaba Labdomals
(3939 3Mbgdae s gowab3g3b M3Gognm-dmg3mgeb ob
3modbosema® Jbgmda.

IMEI (International Mobile Equipment Identity) - <60 gocngin
30, Bm3mab Lsdnsmgdom brgds Imdamno 5356580l
0©96@0x0306093s Jbgmaa. 8gazo3Lb 0b6ggmE@Bs(300L Bmdoa-
M0 535M3@0b dmegmab, 308mygbgdmmoa 3MmaMmsdmon
OBz mYmMBoL, 308mIzggdolb meMomobs s 865M3mgdemols
3gbobgd.

IMSI (International Mobile Subscriber Identity) — bsogb@oga-
39300 608960, HMImals Lydmsmgdoms(s brgds sdmbgb@nl
0©96@ 0503060985 8bmmmao Jbgmab dogboon.

Intranet - 396dm, ssgemo Jbgmon, GmIgmo(s 0ggbgdlb 0dsgg
&9d6mmmangdl, Maba(z 068 9MbgG 0 s 3ob3znmgbormoas dbm-
mmE 8mdbdsmgdgmos Jgdommonmo Memmgbmdabogal.

m www.magticom.ge

Erlang - Lo@gmggmBnbagszom Jbgmgdda GMagogolb badms-
m bodgnmmgal s3bsbggmo goMmmdoma gMmgymo.
Ethernet — cnm 3oengio 3md3ogE g@ma Jbgmgdabomgal dg4-
36omo §gd6mmmangdol mgsbo, Gmdmgdo(y gMmdsbgmalbysb
8mba(398ms gowa3980b boRJamal obgmgam aobbbgagmgds.

Flight mode/Airplane mode - ¢ gmggmbol 8am8stgmds,
3ol @HML3 go00dmmns 335M08)0b yzgms Moomas-
8m3bboggdgra, 359maygbgds mznmdgMabogam 83 bagmmdal
MHmb QLsgMmbmgdol 80bboo.

GSM (Global System For Mobile Communications) - 8gmg os-
mdob (30809mo G 9dbmmmans, mogesdnmggmawe hogadmag-
dmmo, Begmeg 936m30b 3mb@0bg6@ by sbed8mddgwgdgmon
8mdoeao Jbgemab b sbrsm@a. bab@gds 900, 1800 o

1900 3935396 (3 bobdamme b398 Hgddn ddomdl.

GSM Association — bag@omsdmmabm mfasbabssns, GmIge-
3o(3 35693605693 mba 56056 Jberggemamlb GSM m3g@s@meg-
da. @mgobomgab sbmzasizas 650-bg 898 B9zl amgemab.

HDTV (High-Definition Television) - 3oBONmo baggmggn-
bam 8596y9dmmdalb gm@8s@ 0, HmBgmba(z LEIbLsMEMm
Bm358 0096 Jgsmgdom go8mbsbamagdal 360336gmmg-
Bo@ Y@M omamon boMabbo sbsbosmgdl.

HSPA+ (High Speed Packet Access) - 89bs8g mamdal dbgemg-
daborgab 3g8m3s398ma @ gdbmemmans, MmBgra (s @ dHxb-
39mymgxb (308600 06gmE@Bs(300b RsdmE goMogsl

21 33/63-30 LoBstaon.

IPTV (IP Television) — bob@g8s, Gm3gemda(s (30g86mmo badg-
930D0m bogbaomal go@s(393s bogds 0b@gMbgE3GME M gm-
ol 8993gmdaom, Jbgmamn 0bgm@ob@®mddmmab gs8mygbg-
doon.

ISP (Internet Service Provider) - 3m83560s, Gm3gmas 8mdbds-
693mgdL 9dEAN639mymxzl 06@gmMmbgEgogdataom s bbgs
85bm56 s 33380Mgdmema 8mBLabaMgdgdao.

ITU (International Telecommunications Union) - bsg&amsdma-
bem mEaa60bs30s, BmIgmaz Ggmggmdnbogsnal bEsbosm-
&0bgdabs s Mgammomgdobmgal bagHmsdmmabm ©mbyby
390486s.
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LAN (Local Area Network) — m oo 3mddoqGgmmo 4bag-
o.

(LKéD (Liquid Crystal Display) - mbggem 360b@omgdbg 8mdgmds-

39 936060.

Location Server — badmaemgdsl sdem gzl 8mdamea® 8mBbdsmg-

39emb, Bmab Mgomam Mgg08d0 8oommb 0b6gmE8s30s obo

>©a0m3gdsmgmdal dgbabgd. 8mdama® m3gme@mmgdl

m-commerce - 3m89M300b Godn, BmBgmo(s 8mdamno dmb-
gmdommdol godmygbgdom bmM(30gmogds.

MG (Media Gateway) - bo68mo@a g6b Jbgmob grgdgb@l, Gm-
89mo(3 g @856gmmsb Jgmosgbgdem ba@gmygmdnbagsam
JLgmgdL BmEab 3oMws8486gmab Hemmb sbemmgdl.

MMS (Multimedia Message Service) - 8mgmg @9db@to 39&-
4mdobgdal dbgsgbo 3mdLsbymgds, Mmdgma(s, &gdbEamo
0bgm@8s(300b go@a(3980b goM@s, badmsmgdal ndmggs, go-

NFC - Bo68mo@a 96b ¢gdbmmmgosl, Gm8gmocs badmsmgdsb

5demggb 8mdoma® 8 gmggmbgdl 56 bbgs 6380b3ngm 8mbym-

30mmdgdl, §H0856930156 sbemmb 80 @obab 56 Jgbgdol ™
39(339mmb 3mba(393gd0.

NGN (Next Generation Network) - bmgaswo 968aba, Gmdg-

ma(3 398m0ygbgds L@ gmggmdnbogszom dbgmgdda dm-

OMA: Open Mobile Alliance - Bs68msaqbb dmdoemm@a nb-

@b ®nab 658Yg560 Imbsbarnggdabasb dg8mgsm smnsblbl,
m3gendo(z 3obg3Mnsbgdmmoas 200-bg 8g@ o 3m33sbas. Bso
dm@obos Bbmgmomb B58yzs60 8mdomgmo m3gMs@mmgdo,

PBX (Private Branch Exchange) — 8060 Lo gmggmbm bawa o,
Mmdgemo(3 9o Bgbmdal o6 bbgs gobbadmgMmm Ggmadmea-
ob 93bobyMagds.

Personal hotspot - 8mdamado @grgnmbgdob s LBsmEGgm-
6980l gbd305, BmBmab 5@ 0gs(300L EAML Fmdaenmo
&9mgBmbob 3o6398m, @ssbenmgdaom 5-6 8@ Mol Gowombido,
0486935 WiFi @agamgal dmbs s 8m38b3smgdgeb badmamgds
593L og30380M0glb 06@gMHbyEL JMB3ay @ 9ol o6 3emsebdg-
&ob Lodmsmgdoo.

30 8m3b3smgdgmabmgal, dobo s@anmdegdsmgmdawab ao-
8m3@abamyg, b3g(30mnbydmmo 0bxrm®mBs300b Bobmogdals
LodMomgdal odmggh.

LTE (Long Term Evolution) - 6s63mama g6l dgmaby maomdal
co@om Jbgmb 4G, GmIgmo(s g dMM63gmymayl 8mbs3gdms
350539900 100 8935808937 65380 LoR Jotoon.

©50(39L BgMso byyMsmgda, 30gM @S SYEoMPsamgda.
Modulation - gemgd@©mB8aabo@m®a bogbsmal badmsrmgdaom
0bgm@mBs(300b 350053935 93 Logbamal AmBgmody dofMomswo
8obobosmgdmalb, 8sgsmomsw, bobdomab, 583mo@ ol 56
35bab (33mab 3 boon.

MSISDN (Mobile Station International ISDN Number) - 53mbg6-
&0b bagHmsdmE@obm Lanwgbngagsom bmdgmo.

309600 36 doBgd@aenmo (33momgdob smbobgMom s
Gm3gemo(z gobramgbo 5-10 Brmab 456853mmdada gobbme(3o-

HIWCHEES
NMT-450: Nordic Mobile Telephony - 450 - R @oenmgon ggtim-

3580 353¢35398ema 450 89353967 (3056 ©0035DMb30 8mdgds-
39 v gmmo oo bobGgds.

Jbgemal gemg8968gdab s 8mbymdammdgdal 3656H8mgdemgda,
0bgm@m3ds30moa @gdbmemmangdals 3m33s609d0, bgMgal s
3768968 8m3bmogdemgda.

PIN (Personal Identification Number) - SIM-3s&smals 069356~
ogme 359mygbg30b babnbssmBrgam bdgEasmama mobbad-
6o gm0, BmBgmbsg 8macmbmgl dmdama®a 53560 Rotm-
»30b @Hmb.

PSTN (Public Switched Telephone Network) - bs@gmggmbm
Jbgmo, Bm3gmo(z 3mBbdsmgdgmb bsgmIg@szom dmababy-
619850 boogadmdl.
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Quad play/All service - 6563maa96b 3GmEm @0l 856 398nbamm @absbgmgdsl, Hm8gmaz bogmoms msgda sgmmnsabgdl nb-
&96698), bo@gmggzobom, gadbamgdam ©s dmdaran® b3mgsb Im8Labamgdgdl.

Roaming — 3m8Lsbamgds, Gm8gmo s badmgsmasmgm ymaybabab 8m8b3smgdgenl badmamgdsl sdmggl, bbgs m3gMa@mmgdals

b 30l 258myq69d0m abosmaqdmmb mdomaa bamsoboo.
R[] 3 g3°9 3o @Y aM3

SIM (Subscriber Identity Module) - gemg @@ mbaemo dstroma,
m3gen by (3 Imma3bgdmmas 0bxzmEmBa(300 53mbgb@ab & gmg-
3mbab 6m3Eab Jgbabgd, Jugmab bonwgb@oxazszom 0bgme-
do(300 o Lbgs bagnmm Gmbo3939d0.

Smartphone - &gmgxmbab 8356580bs s bermmdm ol 3ad-
Mogo.

UMTS (Universal Mobile Telecommunications System) - WCDMA
&9dbmemmansdy sggdmma 8bs8y mamdal dmdamm&a Jbg-
o, Gmdgedoy Imbs(393ms goms(393s 3gbadmadgmos
289353089809 65830 LoRdomnon.

URL - Bo68maraqbl 3mbimg@mmo 3gdazgmab o6 g3snemals
80bs8smol 068 gmMbg@ao.

USB (Universal Serial Bus) - @mgabsmgol yzgmedg godome

3°3639g0ge §m330gE AP 3mMGo, Gm3gra -

VolP (Voice over Internet Protocol) - k8ol gao@a3g3s 0b@ge-
69®3GmEmgmmoab Igdzgmdom. 38 Ggdbmemanal gsdmygby-
dab dgmgasm bagmdbmdmaw 8(30M@gds @sbabaMxgdo, dog-
659 b3ab baobbo @omgbogds.

WAP (Wireless Application Protocol) - 83m3acnqo 5356589~
daborgab dgg8baema 3Gm@m3gmema, MmBgea(z bodgemgdal
0dma3b 5dmbgb@)b, o Jo3daMmalb n6@gMby@nL L3gnama-
Bgdam boa@gdb bs ggmata dmdama®a 53560l badgysmg-
doon.

WiMAX (Worldwide Interoperability for Microwave Access) —

Bom3moma g6l gbowgbm Lo@gmggmdnbagsom @gdbmmmaon-

m www.magticom.ge

SMS (Short Message System) —8mgemg &9db@&nfo dg@ymdoa-
6930b 8mBLabaMgds, HmBgmoag ImBbIsmgdgmb bLodgsmgdal
5dmg3lL, mdomumo @ gmggrmbob 96 06@9MbgEnb obdamg-
dom 3032036mb G94bE N0 0bgm@mBs3ns bbgs dmdbdamagd-
ol 8mdoea 53568 Dg.

639mymgyL 3gGoggmonma 8mbymdammdgdal dggmagdsl
33308 mab.

USSD (Unstructured Supplementary Service Data) - bs63dmaco-
396L GSM 4Lgemob dogf 3o3mygbgdmm 3GmEmgmenls, Gm3-
ol badgamadoms(z bogds 3ogdamob ©s8yscgds 8mdama®
bgmbabymbs s bg@gabob 8m3bmgdgm 6930b3ng® 3mB3ae-
G956 56 LobEgdobosb.

VPN (Virtual Private Network) — g30b03960@ bbgswabbgs 4bg-
9330 3gmgo 3830496 gdal 459M 006908 9o o3
3068 s Jbgmdn 068gMb6g@JLbgmol ge8mygbgdao.

ob, ®mgma(y g98maygbgds 3mbo(393ms go@aba(3gdswm doma-
o boRJsom dm 356daemgddy.

Wi-Fi (Wireless Fidelity) - WLAN 8 g46mnmgoaol 3m3g@sogmo
LobymBmmgds.

WLAN (Wireless Local Area Network) - 8sgaenbofjotnsbo

(11 88/63-30) qbogbm nb&9Mby@&qdbmmmans.
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New Year and Christmas Music

@ gomomoa ambamoo Rsdma@mmgdlb @smmazmac
babmmgdlb, BobBome 3930l Pmanba abdab. Jingle bells —
LBmMMgE sbg NbmMEgdg6 yzgmsby 3m3mmamnm bodmdsm bd-
0gfsb. gb mEo 0bgmobyo bo@ygs goMasw aodmbs@ogh ba-
dmdom 3566gmdsl sMs BoMmEm nbamabymabmzgsb 39969330,
063890 dogem JGHob@nsbmem LodysHmaa.
306 030b, 150 Brmab 606 0g3ndfgdos oy s@s 8sbahaby-
&gmo %908 mmME 30gM3mbE0, Mm3 dsbdo sndsws dg-

Bm&)b 089L, BmEgbsig LsbGs gmombo Lohmd@gdom

M www.magticom.ge

n Christmas Eve Santa Claus sallies out in his sleigh
O packed with goodies and gifts amid the soft jingle of bells
ringing out for Christmas. There's no better way to sweep
anyone off their real-world feet and carry them to a land of festive
cheer than by playing Jingle Bells — a song, which captures the
essence of Christmas in all English-speaking countries and also in
the entire Christian world.
James Lord Pierpont from Massachusetts would have hardly
imagined 150 years ago that he would compose a tune exceeding
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mmE0s, Gmdgmoi yzges bbgs badm-
dom LodmgMal, o6 obosz dm@ogl,
3500x8M330s dm3Pmmmdam. 36 oy
030469d@s, Hm3 gMon Loy 3nbab 3@y,
1339 8900l g3mgsda, 8abo LodmgMs
g39e> mxobdo Jgombyzes @ore oy
8306y 3o6bgzmoggdal dgbEmmgdoo:
6o 30bg gmmom, oy gmaba@mbom,
IS BoERIHICRON S BMHY6g bobod-
Gomo abygdmmo s gmgb Bomgmabs
og @y s@ILGEMbaal abl@mMydgh-
Gmo  396bogdoo  ©eBmogmgdyemo.
odEs 3afggmoa, 3oba Jingle bells-als
somgzggmbos domombmdom gabgd-
3moMo 3504nws, (36mdaemoa dmenoge)-
©gmo 3bobomdo s dm3mgMamo daby
30mbdo ogm. 1954 Bgmb LEmMgw daby
36Ombdab 8mbsBomagmdoo 3mmogmodo
ass0mgb 8qbogsmamo gomda White
Christmas o30bg dg6mabal 3gbogoom.

o350 bodmgms White Christmas 30 ¢g3
M sEmg  L3gENIYMmIE  JOMLab-
030l ©0BgMs s Bomggzg yggmobogals
boygamgm Lodmdam bLo8mgMom afss.
dabo gems goxgmosmeabgnma 39cbos
gL gho-ghon g3gmedy dm3gms-
eos 3OHmbdob gg@bosbmab gMma.

Jingle bells-%g ag6m sy o,
Bom3dmado — 3mem@ob Jomadda,
BO0G 3mmdgMmds 3sGoms  LodmgMo
Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht, bemmm Log-
0639030 smemyy ved3s Cantique de
Noél 394369L. gb LoBmgmgdo mgdwmy
y3geady 3m3qmommm bLodmdom  Jg-
HMMMYO5008d 505M om0, MOMbE Jom
DROM JoMasm 0bgmaby®o obobgemg-
doon — Silent Night oo O Holy Night — a(3-
6mdg6. XIX Lo gmbgda 3904865 samgon-
39 39M3s6gyema O Tannenbaum (65dgals
bgm, 65dgab bgm).

in popularity all other great Christmas
songs and which would even make its
way into the repertoires of such dazzling
singers as Nat King Cole, Duke Ellington,
Ella Fitzgerald and Frank Sinatra; or that
Louis Armstrong and Glenn Miller would
play instrumental versions of his song
getting the Christmas spirit swinging.
Jingle Bells sung by Hollywood’s star Bing
Crosby has been credited with selling
several million copies worldwide. In 1954
Hollywood released Irving Berlin's White
Christmas starring Bing Crosby. White
Christmas, which was originally written
exclusively for Bing Crosby became
synonymous  with  Christmas. Bing
Crosby’s and Ella Fitzgerald's versions of
White Christmas remain Christmas music
classics.

Franz Gruber’s Stille Nacht, heilige
Nacht became popular in Salzburg
(Mozart’s birthplace) and Adolphe Adam’s
Cantique de Noél - in France sometime
before the release of Jingle Bells. Both
songs (popularly known by their English
titles Silent Night and O Holy Night) are
recognized as top Christmas carols of all
time. The German song O Tannenbaum
(O Christmas Tree) came to be seen as a
Christmas carol in the 19t century.

For nearly 2000 years Christians
worldwide have been celebrating the
birth of Jesus Christ. The Christmas ritual,
over the course of historical and cultural
evolution, has been revolving around

www.magticom.ge
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2000 Bgedg 8g@ns gMob@asbamoa
Lodgamm do3bmgMalb — ngbmb s-
350935l 5b08bagl. Lamgnbggdols
856doem by, ab@mGommo s Jme-
&aGamo  g3mmYEegdel gmbdy,
30050©93m@s bydmdom Ho@somals
FN@EYGS, Hmdmobogabsy bodmg-
6o 1860d369mmzabglbo ngm. s@s80-
56980 8mgMash 0gbmb msdsmgdsl
= 0L osbamo badysmmb yggmody
8603369mm 356 8mgmybab. NdmgmMnsb
©9s3060b  Lbgomobbgs  3mbE@nbgb-
& Dy, bbgowabbgs gbsdy s bbgowab-
bgs gm@Bao. MBmgMnsb g3mgbogdda
badmdam 3gbgddg s babmgddn badm-
dom Bodgol bgbmab. sMgdmab@nsoby-
™o badmdsm Mo@omgdowsb b3l Rs-
Bamal Bgdbmmmanol asBgbs8myg sws-
8006930 053500 043696 53 BoGgomgdols
8mbsbomggda. ababo 8egHmEbgb (3om-
39 ©5 39960050, 9OHMb30s6 s IMsgoem-
63006 LEBMYMYdL s Lagsrmmdmadl
BMOIROEONMO S SMIGMIQN (3040
3sm3mbonms s Mn@dngom. Lodwmgms
0ym 390030 053056Ls ©s MIgHmb
3mnb...

3Ms30mpgemzabos Lodmdam daqbo-
dob 33‘)(‘73‘3@0 ;QO abm%ﬂ’om @600\)0'
(309. 9036yl gbs(3zmgds BMba«-
0 6mgemo ©s 0@ owmo-

@60 bo@amy, gadm@ognma gbdsban
o 535093090 39356 ma, 0bgmabyy-
60 ©5 b3obEnbsg0mMa badmdam badmg-
930, bLadmdam 8o 3s8 JgamBos yggm-
356, bos ggdmdgmo (3030madszns
393000: LodbAgor ©8gMn3gsdn, ozb@ o=
m0abo o) sbar Bymebosda, sggn o=
Lo o9y Boema3nbgdby.

Bommamas, b3ob Bsbgmab dgbodmgd-
mmdolb a589658 5380560 96IMS6
©359mMs LodmgMsob s Myl 3Mboy®
Ladmdom  Go@momgdlb bmmme  g3-
mgbogdbs s 3mb39M@gddy oy gobo-
magm, badsgogmmm Jomegdol dmb-

carols. People sang about the birth of
Christ as the greatest event to have
ever happened. They sang on all five
continents, in different languages, in
myriad forms, as part of Christmas
Mass, as well as around fir trees at
home. From early Christian times
up to the era of advanced sound-
recording technologies, Christmas
songs were performed by people
immediately involved in the ritual.

They chanted songs that were both

monophonic and polyphonic, sang
them individually or in groups, following
traditional as well as innovative concepts
of rhythm, harmony and melody... song
became their medium to communicate
with God.

Christmas song traditions vary widely
across the world. “Merry Christmas” is
wished by singing French Noel, Italian
Natale, and exotic Spanish, academic
German, English and Scandinavian
carols. Christmas music has extended
through most of the world influenced by

m www.magticom.ge
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8965 obems medmoga Lodgsmgdoom
adbes Jgbadmgdgmo: @gmggoboom,
60@0(")0’)0, 8(‘)60@‘360 @)3@3%(‘)600’)
oy 003900l 89339mdaon.

4390983960 30 oo bbab Bab sby
©o06ym:

@M 9Mab@nsbam  3mmEn®sdo
Lodmdom mo@mannlb dg3s0a969-
ma bsbomma agm 3036930 s Logs-
mmdmagdo. Md3ma30M39me@ 0bobo
bmmme momaba®m 8qdb@gddg od-
86g93meo. Xl bLogy 3600006 63. 36~
3obg sbabgmob gogmgboor abygds
0309686 9698%g 394860ma badm-
dom gobMolb — Bmgemal smdsgemm-
do. 08335600, baggmgbom Lodmdom
Inbogolb 3oMomgmMom gomaMog-
dms bggmmstgmo badmdsm Fqbo-
3933 980b ab@Mns Jao Loy gmbag-
dab 398560530 3g4360mn yzgmody
36039mo  3569b3ma3Gab  — 306~
8065 dMobab” 8ag® Fgdmbabeyemon

European civilization: South America,
Australia, New Zealand, Africa and
the Philippines.

A v w The development of the audio
X x ﬁo\\] ™S - ;‘Vké \03 = recording industry has dampened
tﬂXé\ ? e X enthusiasm for live performance.
= ‘Xe e ~ - St “\f;{se e Christmas choral music can only be
= 6 S ﬁs’ ; Sy \\'\f‘o\‘\\\;\ Pi\\w—\\c‘gw‘c,oé»\@' heard in churches or at concerts.
2= _sqagts. RO \:“\\\f\\\\\ S - As for carols there are myriad ways
\ \ < ook BELL s ‘,' — to enjoy them - through TV, radio,
. \ . ¢ T mobile phones or iPads.
\ o % v . , It all started a long, long time ago.
o e ¥ s * In early Christian culture, hymns
2 . - N and carols formed part of the
- Th mm Christmas liturgy. Initially they were
-9 . set exclusively to Latin lyrics. Under
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the influence of Francis of Assisi, a strong
tradition of popular Christmas songs
(also called Noels) in the native language
developed. In parallel to choral church
music, secular versions of Noels also
appeared. Many such pieces are found in
the Carmina Burana - a medieval German
manuscript of Easter and Christmas plays
and songs.

Allfamous and less known Renaissance
and Baroque composers are credited with
having created Christmas music, including
magnificats, cantatas, concertos... the
greatest German composer Heinrich
Schiitz's engaging musical account of the
Christmas Story was followed by Johann
Sebastian Bach’s Christmas Oratorio
written in 1734-35, which consists of six
parts and remains the most monumental
work in the genre. It is intended for
performance during the Christmas
season. The total running time for the
entire work is three hours.

Pyotr Tchaikovsky’s The Nutcracker is
the Christmas-themed Russian classic,
which develops a recurrent theme in
Hoffmann’s  fiction. The Nutcracker

is a visual and theatrical delight for
children and adults alike, opening up
an imaginative and supernatural world
carrying a dramatic sense and a deep
philosophical  meaning.  Hoffmann’s
characters intimately experience the
duality of the world and are torn between
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two realities, the good and the evil, real
and illusory character of life. Tchaikovsky’s
Nutcracker is astonishingly rich in
genres and styles, in which Russian and
oriental melodies, including a Georgian
lullaby known as the Arabic dance, are
consistently intermingled.

The polyphonic song Alilo is still at the
heart of Georgian Christmas traditions.

On Christmas Eve villagers hold a
ritual march visiting their neighbours and
singing to them heartfelt congratulations
on the birth of Jesus Christ. Hosts in return
offer food donations and groceries to Alilo
singers.

The mannerin which Alilo is performed

in Georgia varies from Kakheti and Imereti
to Samegrelo and Guria, from Racha and
Lechkhumi to Svaneti.

Alilo singers were held in high esteem
and heartily welcomed by each family.
“Being offered a song at Christmas is
tantamount to being blessed with wealth
and abundance” - Megrelians used to say.
Alilo singers were both local residents and
visitors from other regions. Kartl-Kakheti
was sometimes visited by Imeretian Alilo-
singers; Adjarians travelled to Guria to
herald the birth of Christ.

Researchers claim that Alilo is a
three-part song tracing its origin to pre-
Christian times. Original Christmas and
Easter songs are thought to fall under the
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common name Chona, referring to tailors
of leather and fur apparel and containing
telltale hints at masks, which participants
of Christmas and Easter festivals often
wore to disguise themselves and avoid
being recognized by their hosts. The word
Alilo was coined later and its etymology
must stem from Latin alleluia.

Gurianssing Alilo, which withiits stylistic
features may be fairly characterized as a
hymn.

Megrelian and Svanetian Alilo was
often performed in Georgian - the literary
language, which points to the tremendous
importance regional residents attached to
this Christmas song.

Most Alilo songs are strophic in
form and begin with the opening line
(acclamation) sung by a soloist. Every
next strophe is higher in pitch than the
preceding one. Such rising pitch is an
effective way of creating a festive feel to
the song.

Kristeshi is an upper Svanetian version
of the Christmas song. It is a piece of
antiphonal music thatis performed by two
semi-independent choirs in interaction,
singing alternate musical phrases.

The advent of New Year takes centre
stage in Georgia. Important New Year
rituals that have embraced changes over
the centuries are as follows:

Barbal Dolash - a Svanetian ritual song
performed on the occasion of Barbaroba.

Kalanda is the name of the New Year in
Racha, Lechkhumi, Guria, and Samegrelo.
The ritual involves a group of singers go-
ing from door to door and singing a folk
equivalent of Kyrie Eleison (Lord have
mercy). Gurians also sing Aguna’s Call in
the vineyards.

Kuchkha Bedineri (first-footer: the first
person to cross the threshold of a home
on New Year's Day) is sung on the day af-
ter New Year's Day in Samegrelo. In Khevi
and Gudamakari archpriests chosen as
first-footers used to set out from St Trini-
ty Church to the village carrying flags and
singing the cult carol Dideba (glory).

Lipanali is a ritual practiced in Upper
Svaneti to commemorate all the depart-
ed. It falls on the day of Theophany and
lasts until the next Monday. Storytelling
and playing the Chunit (a bowed string in-
strument) is an integral part of this ritual.
Elia Lrde is a song, which elderly men tra-
ditionally perform on the Monday before
New Year’s Day.

Mravaljamier (many years of life) is
sung at the stroke of midnight on the 31st
of December in almost every home and
church throughout Georgia as a great way
to convey New Year wishes and to uplift
the mind and the spirit.

The long Kakhetian Mravaljamier - the
gem of festive songs - is considered to
be the centerpiece of Georgian as well as
world folklore.

By SHALVA TSKHOVREBADZE
NINO KALANDADZE-MAKHARADZE
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