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MagtiSat —
two years,
three TV channels,

100,000 subscribers

east orbital position, which is not used for reconnoissance,

navigation or research purposes. The launch of this satel-
lite was intended to cater for the leisure and entertainment needs
of myriad people, including 100,000 subscribers of MagtiSat.

100,000 is an estimated figure representing the “harvest” of
the last two years. The actual number of Magtisat subscribers is
higher. MagtiCom'’s offspring, MagtiSat, became a digital mem-
ber of our family two years ago. It soon became domesticated
and acclimatised to its new surroundings and, on its first anniver-
sary, even extended three channels to us.

Watching movies is a universally beloved pastime. One may
not appreciate all genres but the cinema has in any case much
to offer whatever one’s likes or dislikes. The cinema is MagtiSat's
favourite as well - all its packages include movie channels. The
recently activated Magti+, however, seems to turn a new page in

Astra 1G is the name for the satellite located at the 31.5°
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the history of MagtiSat as it has begun to feature its own movie
channels: Our Magti, Magti Hit and Magti Movie. All three chan-
nels are distinctly different products.

Our Magti will showcase a rich selection of much-beloved
Georgian classics considered to have laid the groundwork for
Georgian cinematography as such. Further, the channel will treat
viewers to a wide range of old recordings of Georgian dramas
and documentaries.

Magti Movie will target true movie aficionados and not those
who rave about 3D films or consider the cinema a glittering part

www.magticom.ge
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of show business. The channel will keep viewers engrossed in
movie classics, as well as “film auteur” produced, among others,
by such outstanding directors as Lars von Trier, Jim Jarmusch,
Michael Haneke and Terry Gilliam. The channel is intended to cre-
ate a true cinema oasis.

Magti Hit will shine the spotlight on American movies featur-
ing an exciting mixed bag of content from action, fantasy, com-
edy, and adventure to super hits that won Oscars or other highly
prestigious awards in the last twenty years... Magti Hit will also

AN AT




1(61)2014 // THE WORLD OF CONSTANT CONNECTION

do933MNnknu

Loa3adYdakRm

t)&nqmaaamb, bSUd@)onaanbo oy bo@‘j@aan%nm Qoanaa}nb
709f8n 3583980l yMegmads dmag(3s. domo Mmsbopgmdab gofg-

83 sbabs 08‘3803350 aaﬂdgaaawn ndEaE}m@Q“.

Mmamfy gomfao BodofMadgamo 53dmdl, 24 basmoab gsb-
803@"\05080 80‘368353@ ,,aoamn Sn@bo” > ,,aoamn Jnﬁmb“
gnmdgdo b3gnsmamop dsgomabs@obogobss aobdmagsbgde-
moa. LsjsMoggmmdn Ggmggobogda, dofMomspsp, mmbdnsb
a0b3mgobndol g3msgebmdgh, dogmnbs@nl s@bgdnb ggormdgdo
3o mmb bdsdos gobdmzgsbgdaymo, Go3 Jobmbgsbbl gefm jmad-
amfgamb brob. Moz 3ggbgds bodmdsgmm anadgdl, gb absgy
obgongg 3M39mos, Mmamy dogmabs@ol pogamgol dmba:
bsdogdgm, 8gdy(369d000, bgFnsmadals, dubogomaFo s bbgs
babob sMbydo.

dommgols, gnby RgPxgHmdon bgdmo bsblgbgd 100 smsb
amabaoﬁaaagan 06 aaan, 8(‘7\3@3@ OQSBQBEOSO’]’ Fzma a\)a‘
mabs@o bojoMmggmmbs s LadbMmgm o535b08T0 dafMggmo

offer a colourful selection of children’s and animated movies pri-
or to the launch of a specific children’s channel on MagtiSat.

A children’s channel is not the only plan for the future. Magti-
Sat as a newly-developed project has yet to realize its full poten-
tial. In all likelihood it will not content itself with three channels.

Magti TV's Head of Department Giorgi Tsikarishvili summa-
rizes the achievements of the last two years, focusing at the same
time on the plans for future: “data issued by the Statistics Depart-
ment show that there is a total of 1,300,000 TV sets in Georgia and
over 300,000 pay TV customers, one third of whom are MagtiSat
subscribers. It means that we have gathered great momentum in
the last two years. MagtiSat continues to welcome a large num-
ber of new subscribers, who are particularly attracted to the three
new channels we have recently launched. One of them - Our
Magti - was specifically designed to promote Georgian product.
I'd like to thank Georgian directors for granting us permission to
broadcast their copyrighted content, including movies, dramas,
TV dramas. Without their support the channel would hardly serve
its intended purpose.

According to Giorgi Tsikarishvili, Magti Hit and Magti Movie
are 24-hour channels featuring a specific dub for MagtiSat au-
diences. Movies are dubbed in four-voice format on MagtiSat,

www.magticom.ge
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which is far more conventient than a two-voice dub provided by
all other channels in Georgia. As for future plans they are as var-
ied as MagtiSat’s channels providing a unique blend of children’s
content, entertainment programming, music specials, daily soap
operas and others.

Those who have not yet joined the ranks of 100,000 subscrib-
ers need to be reminded that MagtiSat is the first satellite televi-
sion platform in Georgia and the South Caucasus as a whole. Its
main function is to provide various packages of TV channels - no
longer a novelty since all other TV operators cater for the diverse
viewing needs of their customers. However, MagtiSat remains
a technologically advanced and state-of-the-art system able to
bring dozens of top channels to even the remotest places and
highland areas. Calmly floating in its orbit, Astra 1G is not just
a static antenna focused on a specific section of the territory.
Rather, it resembles an all-seeing and all-revealing Eye of Sauron.
Another important feature of MagtiSat is its legal content, i.e.
multiple packages of TV channels are relayed in line with the law
keeping customers safe from the unwelcome surprise of favour-
ite programmes being blocked.

Underpinning MagtiSat's success is also the availability of a
thematic channel. 100,000 subscribers mean 100,000 likes and
dislikes. Therefore, we are geared towards programming that is
tailored to suit individual requirements and only our subscribers
can choose from such a large number of programming packages.
MagtiSat subscribers enjoy broad discretion in opting for Geor-
gian-only channels or deciding on a basic package, in preferring
XL image to HD quality or vice versa. We hand out to our custom-
ers a full gourmet menu with a variety of Georgian and foreign
“dishes” to choose from. You all have a chance to savour the con-
tent of this menu as MagtiSat is ready to embrace and welcome
every new member into its large family.

By IA VEKUA

BMEM: RdH3NO bOoMOGNB3NTN
PHOTO: DAVID KHARATISHVILI
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THANKYOU IS NOT ENOUGH, BUT IT IS ALL WE CAN SAY TO MAGTICOM
— A COMPANY, WHICH TEAMING UP WITH THE LITERATURE MUSEUM HAS
ALREADY PUBLISHED DOZENS OF GEORGIAN BOOKS IN THE COURSE OF
MANY YEARS, THUS BUILDING UP A UNIQUE GEORGIAN TREASURY.IT IS
NOT JUST SPONSORSHIP! IT GOES BEYOND MERE MATERIAL ASSISTANCE
TO PRODUCE SUCH AN ATTRACTIVE AND INVALUABLE ASSET. IF YOUR
HEART DOES NOT ACHE FOR YOUR CHILDREN AND IF YOU DON'T FEEL A
SPIRITUAL NECESSITY TO LEAVE THEM A LEGACY — AN IRREPLACEABLE
TREASURE (.E. BOOKS) THAT CANNOT BE SUBSTITUTED BY WHATEVER
KIND OF TECHNOLOGICAL PROGRESS — THE OUTCOME WILL HARDLY BE
AS GLORIOUS AS THIS ONE, REGARDLESS OF THE FUNDS YOU MAY PAY.

THIS TIME MAGTICOM ARRANGED FOR REZO TABUKASHVILI'S BOOK
TO BE PUBLISHED. | NATURALLY FEEL A DEEP EMOTIONAL SENSE OF
PERSONAL GRATITUDE. BUT THIS BOOK, WHICH IS ITSELF A CHERISHED
POSSESSION, IS ONLY ONE JEWEL IN THE FASCINATING MOSAIC

MAGTI IS CREATING. AND THE OBJECT OF MY GRATITUDE, RATHER
THAN AN UNIDENTIFIED ABSTRACTION, IS THE FIRM AND NOBLE

WILL OF CONCRETE PEOPLE, | MEAN GIA JOKHTABERIDZE AND HIS
TREMENDOUSLY TALENTED AND ENTHUSIASTIC STAFF, WHO ACT AS

A DRIVING FORCE BEHIND THE COMPANY'S ADMIRABLE WORK AND
EFFORTS.

MAY MAGTICOM GIVE US MANY OTHER REASONS FOR JOY IN OUR NOT
VERY JOYOUS AND BOOK-LACKING TIMES.

YOURS TRULY,
LASHA TABUKASHVILI
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poet, translator, essayist, playwright and public figure.

His translations of Shakespeare’s sonnets have forever
entrenched themselves as a standout in the treasury of Georgian
literature.

Rezo Tabukashvili's life and the path trodden by him have
set a glorious example for generations to come. He revived for
us, his children and grandchildren, the memory of those great
personalities whom brutal fate had torn away from their own
country and retold, rethought and reconstructed their life-
stories into a powerful and meaningful experience. His twelve
documentaries can justifiably be considered an absolutely new
genre in cinematography. “Rezo Tabukashvili - this renaissance
soul and artist is someone who gave birth to a new literature-and-
cinematography genre that continues to remain unique” - said
Tonino Guerra, one of the world’s most prominent screenwriters,
addressing the audience at the Federico Fellini Festival in Rimini
featuring one of Rezo Tabukashvili’s documentaries.

Rezo Tabukashvili - the outstanding filmmaker, writer,

JBM QO GNOTS 003330830330
REZO AND TSIALA TABUKASHVILI

Rezo Tabukashvili rediscovered for the Georgian people
the names of Mikheil Tamarashvili, Mikheil Tarkhnishvili, Petre
Kharischirashvili, Ekvtime Takaishvili, Grigol Peradze, Papava
family and Vittorio Sella. In book depositories, archives and
museums he detected the oldest surviving Georgian manuscripts,
priceless documents, icons, and fragments of cloisonné enamel,
some of which he brought back to Georgia. These included:
Vittorio Sella’s photo archive, photographic films and ancient
manuscripts; King Erekle’s letters to Venetian rulers dated 1782;
Papava archives; the bracelet Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani received
from the Roman Pope; Vano Kikodze's unique collection of arms;
photographic film of churches and monasteries; a rug knitted by
Queen Ketevan; a Sioni altar cloth...

On graduation from the Boy's School N1 in 1943, Rezo
Tabukashvili enrolled at the Moscow State Institute of
International Relations (Russion acronomy MGIMO) faculty of
international law, from where he graduated with honours in
1947. However, he refused to pursue a successful career as a
diplomat in England and returned to Thilisi.
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Devi Sturua: my brother Melor and Rezo were childhood
friends. They attended a literature course together. Later they
studied at the Moscow Institute of International Relations over the
same period. MGIMO professors and lecturers, not to mention the
academician E. Tarle, who had achieved distinction as a specialist
in modern history, were noted for their academic credentials. The
MGIMO was then the most vibrant and prestigious educational
institution. Nowhere else could a student gain as broad and
comprehensive an understanding and knowledge of foreign
countries as at the MGIMO. From this remarkable reservoir of
knowledge Rezo was getting guidance all through his life. He
would have been at the forefront of diplomatic endeavour had
he not given up the prospect of being a diplomat... but he was
an inherently creative man and he placed the biggest value on
freedom...

Kako Dzidziguri: A man with Rezo's frame of mind would
never let himself be fettered by bureaucratic structures. For him
the Soviet diplomatic corps was not the right milieu in which
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to thrive... however, there was yet another reason for which he
decided against a trip to England...

Nita Tabidze: | remember it as clearly as if it happened
yesterday. It was 12 o'clock at night when the telephone rang. It
was Mediko. | was surprised to hear that she was in Thilisi. She said
her flight had just landed and she was coming directly from the
airport. She insisted | visit her immediately. As | approached her
house | saw her figure on the balcony. She was waiting for me. |
asked her what had happened. She said in a voice full of anxiety
that she had got herself into a real disaster — Rezo had refused to
go abroad. | asked her who Rezo was. She appeared to have met
him in Moscow, at an evening dedicated to poet Rezo Margiani.
Then he had walked her to her door reading out his verses all the
way home. “And now Rezo refuses to go abroad! | was left with
no other choice but to give up everything and flee to Thilisi. | see
no reason why a young man like him should ruin his promising
career because of me” - she said and suddenly, the door opened
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and in came Rezo... he had learned about Mediko’s hurried flight
and had rushed to the airport to catch the last plane. That's how
Rezo's path crossed mine. Later we bonded quickly and firmly.
Rezo and Medea - a truly amazing tale of love.

It was at that time that he picked up a knack for Shakespeare’s
sonnets, engrossing himself thoroughly for over 30 years in a
world of translation. He dedicated his work to his charming wife
— Medea Japaridze.

Tamaz Chkhenkeli: | remember an evening of poetry reading
in October 1948 at the overcrowded hall of the Writers' Palace
where Rezo Tabukashvili held under his spell many distinguished
poets and writers, including Geronti Kikodze, Konstantine
Gamsakhurdia and Galaktioni, who had gathered to celebrate
his new translations of Shakespeare's sonnets. Galaktioni who
had come late was standing at the open door. He listened closely
to the young artist giving a skilful reading of his poems. Once
published, Rezo Tabukashvili's 100 Sonnets was acclaimed by
critics as a new Georgian dimension added to Shakespeare’s
legacy.

Undeterred by the censure and ideological onslaught, Rezo
Tabukashvili’s plays “District Committee Secretary” and “What will
People Say?” were successfully pushed onto the stage of Georgia's
academic theatres. It was a bold and daring move in the 1950s.
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Lasha Tabukashvili: | was then a little boy. We lived right on
Rustaveli Avenue. During military parades or on other celebratory
occasions, Soviet tanks would line up immediately in front of our
windows... one evening Rezo came home late... | was asleep...
he took me in his arms, then took me onto the balcony and made
me look over. The entire avenue was packed with soldiers wearing
helmets. And then Rezo told me loudly so that they could hear
him, in Russian: “look at them and remember: they are torturers
of your people”.

It took Rezo Tabukashvili twenty years to investigate the heroic
but tragic uprising of Georgians on the Dutch Island of Texel. He
made every effort to achieve legal and moral justification of the
deeds of the rebellious Georgian heroes.

Medea Japaridze: while shooting a film in Holland he once had
to pay his very last penny for the execution of some documents.
After that he had to go hungry for over a week until he fainted
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in front of some canteen, at the smell of food. A kind-hearted
passerby thinking that he was in a diabetic coma put a piece of
chocolate in his mouth... how much more can one recall?

lura Baramidze: as a cameraman | accompanied Rezo to 12
countries... one may think we enjoyed the travel but in reality
it was only a hazardous experience. Every such trip entailed a
huge risk for Rezo. We worked like guerrillas without any money
or filming rights.

Paata Natsvlishvili: all documentaries by Rezo Tabukashvili
(excluding “Georgia’s Treasurer”) are action films, in which the
director, transforming himself into the narrator-protagonist, is
continually on the move: seeking, finding, exploring, specifying,
creating, acting... and he does it not for the film alone, but for the
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MAYOR OF VENICE NEREO LARONI WITH FAMILY AT THE TABUKASHVILIS

cause, for which he is fighting and which is itself of tremendous
national and cultural importance. And if Rezo Tabukashvili can
support his cause and at the same time make a film (films!)
par excellence then we must feel doubly happy to be his
contemporaries and his compatriots. It is hard to overestimate
the uniqueness of the phenomenon that is Rezo Tabukashvili.

Lasha Tabukashvili: Father passed away on the 3 of August
1990. The day before his death was his birthday — the day when
he invited all his friends to bid them good-bye, including those
whom his merciful heart had once renounced. They all came
and it does them credit.. Father went into the afterlife and
was allowed to rest in peace without feeling any frustration or
disappointment.

CONTRIBUTED BY MEDEA TABUKASHVILI
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4 December 2013, Magti Club, presentation of the book "Rezo Tabukashvili”
published under the auspices of MagtiCom
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“NO ONE IN GEORGIA WOULD EVER DOUBT
WHETHER FULL INDEPENDENCE IS GOOD OR
NOT FOR GEORGIA... IT IS BEYOND DOUBT ...
BUT THERE ARE INCREASING DOUBTS ABOUT
WHICH ROAD SHOULD BE FOLLOWED TO
ACHIEVE THIS FREEDOM".

REZO TABUKASHVILI
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“EVERYTHING THAT WE THINK IS
GREAT IS BORN OUT OF MODERATION.
MODERATION IS WHAT GAVE BIRTH
TO THE JVARI MONASTERY AND
VEPKHISTKAOSANI (THE KNIGHT IN
THE PANTHER'S SKIN). BUT GEORGIANS
WHO APPEAR MASTERS IN EXERCISING
A SENSE OF MODERATION IN ART AND
ARCHITECTURE SEEM TO BE UTTERLY
DEVOID OF THIS SENSE WHEN IT
COMES TO DAILY ROUTINE, TO GOOD
AND BAD TIMES IN LIFE".

REZO TABUKASHVILI

www.magticom.ge



1(61)2014 // THE WORLD OF CONSTANT CONNECTION

da933anknNnuL LaadakRMm

»,A336 ®XIL OLI, HMBMHG OAHOLEAML OdMdOTT-
@0 335d3L 806bVBdOBOR ®H LFIMOINL 8N IMOIBO-
63010106 R530&NL3NEMIBY... R3I6 01J IMO1806I01L
o 39M3IBVAOINTERN0], R3J6 013 IMO18063010L
30b6LB303IBIN OBMIBNL O&OBOL O 3I3IR3NIN
QY 0m 30DNOMIAN 08 JITXE&IMOL, MM3ITNG d3-
20LbaMaL 303001L, 83IMNB3IBIT J0300IL, BOdEMOE
Jm018063010L 30&030LGBIJOL, R3I6 3IMO3N01OM
333801633303 3ImMLOVX 33 N3O0 VS dOBLOJION-
»JaN0] 0d, LOROG R3I6 3306RO 3NL3W... R3J6 NJ
336 3030201, 01340 3BORO3BO IMOZo6I0NN 3bM-
(a0«

~IJBM 0108J3083N020

“TODAY, AS NEVER BEFORE, WE ARE BANNED - BOTH
BY OUR INNER JUDGE AND BY OUR LORD - FROM
CONFLICTING WITH EACH OTHER ... IF WE DON'T SHOW
CARE FOR EACH OTHER, IF WE DON'T LEARN TO TOLERATE
DIFFERENCES OF OPINION AND IF WE DON'T EMBRACE
THE CULTURE OF DISPUTE - HEATED DISPUTE WHILE
MAINTAINING RESPECT FOR EACH OTHER - WE WILL GET
NOWHERE AND, MOST IMPORTANTLY, WE WILL NEVER
GET WHERE WE WANT TO BE - WE WILL NEVER GET TO THE
FINAL DESTINATION IF WE DESTROY EACH OTHER ALONG
THE PATH LEADING THERETO"...

REZO TABUKASHVILI
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“GEORGIAN PEOPLE POSSESS ONE PARADOXICALTRAIT
OF CHARACTER: HISTORICALLY WE HAVE ALWAYS BEEN
MARATHON RUNNERS MAKING ANEVER-ENDING JOURNEY
ALL THROUGH THE CENTURIES, AMID CIVILIZATIONS
FALLING APART. MAY GOD GRANT US THE SPIRIT TO STAY
ON THIS ROAD FOREVER. AT A SUBCONSCIOUS LEVEL,
HOWEVER, WE ARE MORE LIKE SPRINTERS UNABLE, ON
ACCOUNT OF OUR IMPATIENCE, EXACTLY TO MEASURE
THE DISTANCE WE HAVE TO COVER BEFORE COMPLETING
A SPECIFIC STAGE OF HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT".

REZO TABUKASHVILI
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“PATRIOTISM HAS BECOME A SHELTER FOR A LARGE
NUMBER OF COMPLETELY WORTHLESS PEOPLE WHO
SPEAKIN SUCH A SELF-IMPORTANT TONE THAT IF YOU ASK
THEM WHAT THEY ARE, THEY WILL, IN ALL LIKELIHOOD,
SAY THAT THEY ARE PATRIOTS. BUT PATRIOTISM IS NOT A
PROFESSION — PATRIOTISM IS PROFESSIONALISM THAT
YOU PUT TO THE SERVICE OF YOUR COUNTRY".

REZO TABUKASHVILI
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GEORGIAN TELEVISION in 2020,
In the era of mandatory innovation
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preconditions of development — as many countries of the
civilized world realized quite early. It didn't take a genius to
realize this, of course, as technical progress is obviously an
irreversible process.

The modern world hypothetically considers an outdated
understanding of time and space as belonging somewhere in
the past. The modern world has sunk into hyper-reality, and
society constantly expects even newer innovations. One of
these innovations is digital broadcasting, which is nowadays
a common and necessary occurrence in many countries —
but to us, as a somewhat old-fashioned society, remains an
unexplored innovation. As | said, digital broadcasting has in
the meantime become an established fact, an obligation, a
requirement of becoming part of the modern world, both
socially and not just individually. Few people are perhaps
aware of this, but Georgia has taken on this responsibility —
the responsibility of switching to digital broadcasting.

A lot of people imagine Georgian TV in 2020 as being the
same as it is today, or was 5-10 years ago. But we will soon
be confronted with the fact that television will move to a
new stage of development. For the moment, this stage is
still unimaginable to us, and viewers still don't know what it
would be like. Press the ‘pause’ button on your TV and... Oops!

www.magticom.ge F}
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If this function is not available to many of you, it's OK too: just
turn off your TV for a moment and think about its future in
the era of digital broadcasting.

At the end of the last century, the development of
innovative technologies led to the emergence of a new
system which differs completely from old broadcasting
technologies and offers viewers new possibilities. Georgia
currently operates analogue TV and radio broadcasting.
Digital broadcasting, on the other hand, uses new technical
means to transmit and receive frequencies. Digital
broadcasting is a technological platform for creating a new
reality. If everything goes according to the plan submitted
by the Regulatory Commission, Georgia intends to use
the DVB-T2 and MPEG-4 compression standards when it
switches to digital broadcasting. The broadcasting itself
will be undertaken by companies selected by tender and
equipped with Multiplex-1 and -2 broadcasting equipment. |
think it is unnecessary, however, to review the technical data
in detail, especially if you are just a regular viewer. We just
need to know that in 2006, according to the “Geneva-06"plan
of the ITU (International Telecommunication Union), many
countries including Georgia became obliged to switch from
analogue to digital TV broadcasting by the 17" of June 2015.
Of course, we could simply ignore this obligation, but then
somewhere in the future we would have to be surprised by
Gutenberg-like levels of innovation again and re-invent the
wheel. And today, | think, nobody wants us to end up like
that.

Some way or another, Georgia will switch to digital
broadcasting. Television will take a quantum leap forward,
frequencies will be loaded differently, and we will find
ourselves in the hyper-reality we desired. From the 17" of
June 2015, the only people who will not be able to receive
television services will be those who receive broadcasting
frequencies through internal, external or collective antennae,
i.e. people without satellite or cable television. They will have
to buy an extra piece of equipment to watch television, but,
believe me, it won't be a very painful process if television
services are going to become even more active on the
market and if the state pays some attention to fulfilling its
obligations. Other companies like Magtisat, the first digital
satellite broadcaster in Georgia, will obviously appear on the
market.

A challenge television will face in this new era will be
the need to create a public network tailored to fit every
individual. With its new technical possibilities, this public
network will simultaneously become more flexible and more
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outdated. We will all have our personal television in 2020. We
will all be able to create a public network and TV channels
ourselves, and get rid of ugly broadcasts. |, for example, love
animals and nature and, by using my remote control, | can find
programmes which | like and fit them together into different
time schedules. Later, | can simply sit down and watch my own
personal “corner” of television all night long. This is exactly the
kind of innovation digital broadcasting will introduce.
Another important area in the development of digital
broadcasting will be its “internetization”. In 2020, we will be
lost in a virtual world. Our radios, TVs, mobile phones, tablets
and computers will merge into an integrated, unified virtual
universe. We will all have our own space, small or large,
comfortable or efficient, in which we will place our music and
video collections, news stories and photographs, schedules
and love affairs. The TV will follow us everywhere — in the
kitchen and in the bedroom, in the metro and on our bike. That
is how flexible our television programmes will become.
Today, Georgian television channels are already actively
trying to introduce digital broadcasting, but it must be said
that this process requires quite significant levels of investment.
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This expenditure is necessary, but | fear that in 2015 there will
still be programmes in Georgia which will not meet this new
standard. | think that a lot of broadcasters are looking forward
to the year 2015 with some apprehension for this very reason.

Financial and technical resources, new frequencies and
broadcasting technology are issues that are destined to
play a significant role in the status of our TV in 2020. Some
TV companies are most likely going to disappear, but new
broadcasters will surely emerge and take their place. But
time is accelerating, the world is becoming more global,
and if Georgian television stations won't be able to keep up,
other foreign channels might take their place. At least one
broadcaster will, therefore, try to introduce new technologies,
and will be followed by another, who will in turn be followed
by others, and Georgia, with these TV programmes or other
ones, will in any case also experience a new technological
revolution—multimedial and multilingual, integrated and
global, and this time much more interactive. TV companies
will try to find target audiences and will try to become a kind
of encyclopaedia to them. Changes will take place in the
advertising market, in public networks—in short, in every
domain we cannot yet even imagine or figure out.

By ALEXANDRE KESHELASHVILI
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When Fortune knocked at my door
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a good many cases the man is in a neighboring saloon

and does not hear her” - this quote of Mark Twain is true
of our times as well with the only difference being that in the 21
century Fortune, instead of knocking, calls you on your mobile
phone and, since mobile phones are already inseparable from
our lives, there can be no missing of this call. The article below is
about three persons who enjoyed a slice of good fortune in the
Magti raffle and won fabulous prizes.

11 Fortune knocks at every man’s door once in a life, but in

Magti's live draw show was televised by Imedi Channel at 9:45
PM, on the 15" of January - a date known as “Good Fortune Day".
Winning tickets were randomly selected from a huge red drum
(each ticket earned by crediting 3 lari on mobile phone account).
How incredibly lucky one must be to have ones ticket picked out
of countless other tickets and win!

Fabulous prizes were put up for grabs: a flat near Lisi Lake, cash
prize: 100 000 GEL, and Range Rover Sport 2014 - a shiny, red
and sleek car - | caught a glimpse of it when it was presented to
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the winner — a 22-year-old from the village of Shashiani, Gurjaani
district, Kakheti region. “I've never had even a cow that calves, |
wonder how | could get a ticket that wins?” — he joked. Then |
asked him if he considered himself lucky. He said he was lucky
enough to be healthy and happy at his 22.

At that moment Robin Dighmelashvili was hanging around
the street. He did not even know he had entered the raffle. It
was his 15-year-old brother who had enrolled him, and when
recharging his balance over and over again, Robin was simply
unaware that he was buying tickets.

-To be honest, | thought it wasn't real. None of us in my village
had ever won a single ticket before. Raffle winners were always
from west Georgia. Now we know it's a real deal - said Robin on
his arrival in Thilisi to receive his car.

- When they called me | thought it was just a trick. | even lied
about my name saying | was Shota. Then they called me back
and... | couldn’t anyway believe my ears until the next day when
larrived in Thilisi and... went wild with joy. My grateful thanks to
MagtiCom and personally to Lika Labadze for drawing my ticket.

|
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West Georgia was just announced as the luckiest place to
live, and not groundlessly. The second win was again scored in
west Georgia, by Tamar Tseladze, a physician living in the village
of Makvaneti, Ozurgeti district. Kalanda (New Year) is a time of
merry-making in Guria and she too was having a celebratory
feast with her neighbours when her telephone rang.

- Two years ago | ported my number to Magti... everyone
around me has Magti or, to be more precise, Bani numbers enjoy-
ing high-quality and affordable service. | normally used to credit
10 lari to my phone account without thinking about winning a
prize. | can't even say how many tickets | held in a raffle drum...
I don't know... when | entered the room | heard the host calling
out 593 124 — the first six digits in my number. Then my telephone
rang and | became dizzy and disoriented... | had trouble accept-
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ing myself as a winner. It was very stressful... | didn't believe it
was true... it could not be possible... | absolutely ruled it out...
my mother-in-law panicked thinking | fell ill... my husband was

also unaware of what was going around... the house roared with
cheers... It was a fantastic experience...

The exciting news spread like wildfire through the village. Up
to 200 villagers assembled in Tamar Tseladze’s yard making merry
and rejoicing at her victory. They recalled her previous win in
Averi's raffle landing her a sumptuous cash prize and earning her
a nickname “Lucky”.

Blessings showered down on the family of Martalishvili as
well, in the adjacent village of Kakuti, Achara region - famous for
its rich dancing and singing traditions.

The mention of Kakuti brought to my memory avery interesting
story. It happened at the beginning of the 20" century. Gigo
Erkomaishvili, Giorgi Babilodze and Giorgi lobishvili - outstanding
singers from the village of Makvaneti, Guria, one day set off to the
village of Kakuti, Achara to attend a wedding party without being
invited there. This intrusion was wholly justified by their ardent
desire to learn and carry home a new song allegedly composed
by Kakutians. The hosts and the guests competed in singing all
night long. But it was only at dawn that Kakutians performed the
long-awaited song. Gigo and his friends struggled to memorize
the complex texture of the polyphonic melody line by line. Then
they hit the road back to Makvaneti singing all the way home.
Alipasha - is the name of that song, and the credit for bringing it
down to us belongs to those Gurian singers.
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The singing sound perhaps filled the air of Kakuti on the
raffle day as well. The Martalishvili family had a great cause for
celebration indeed and, though the mother was in Kobuleti
visiting her relatives, the son was home feasting and entertaining
his neighbours.

- Actually my name is Madona Kartsivadze, Martalishvili is my
husband, this surname is confined to the village of Kakuti. Be-
yond that Guria opens out, and the Choloki River unfolds. On the
day of the raffle | was in Kobuleti staying with my relatives. I've
been a Magti subscriber for over 10 years... | bought three raffle
tickets... three times | recharged my mobile credit with 3 lari... |
remember it exactly... because | generally credit 1 lari to my ac-
count... | was not sitting at the table at that moment, | was not
even watching TV... | just heard Lika calling out the first digits
that matched my number... | turned around. Her hand was being
closely watched by my 13-year-old son, and when she dialed the
remaining digits, he said they were going to call us... They did...
| was barely heard above the clamour of the cheering voices...
It is an amazing feeling... you look vacantly like a robot unable
to give vent to your joy... because you don't believe it. We are
not going to move to Thilisi, not now... but maybe we will in the
future... I've never won anything in my life; | didn't even believe
that winners were real people. | already visited my flat in Thilisi
with a balcony allowing views of the entire city... my husband
was in Turkey when he learned about the win.

A large crowd had gathered in front of the Magti Office, on
Rustaveli Avenue. It was a joy to watch the lucky winners of the
Magti raffle granting interviews, taking photos, and expressing
their joy and gratitude in a restrained manner. The MagtiCom
president, Mr David Lee, presented to them the prizes of their
dreams opening up golden opportunities for them and allowing
their lives to be more joyful and radiant. We have all dreamed of
winning some prize, striking lucky... and we have all dreamed
up new adventures, or plans to help others... Fortune will once
knock at your door... or maybe will call you... because Magti
remains devoted to its customers trying to add vibrant colour to
their lives.

By NANA ZURABISHVILI

BMEM: 8040 dMdOROJI
PHOTO: MAKA GOGALADZE
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A girl who got a shepherd
to drive back sheep

WHERE IS THE POINT AT WHICH HIDDEN MESSAGES
OR HINTS, BEAUTIFUL SHOTS OR INTERESTING VISUAL
EFFECTS COMBINE TO CONVERT A PROMOTIONAL
PHOTO, TEXT OR VIDEO INTO A GENUINE PIECE

OF ART? THE FIRST PROMOS TO COME TO MIND
WHEN REFLECTING ON THE REALM OF GEORGIAN
ADVERTISING ARE MAGTICOM'S "HERETOO IT CALLS",
“GURIA” AND “CALL ME BACK" PROMOS, WHICH HAVE
BEEN MADE INTO SOMETHING TRULY
MEMORABLE. GEORGIAN ADVERTISING
AS A CONCEPT CAME INTO EXISTENCE
AND BEGAN TO APPLY THANKS TO
MAGTICOM, NEOSTUDIO AND THE TEAM
BEHIND THESE PROMOS, WHICH THRILLED
THE AUDIENCE THROUGH DAZZLING
PERFORMANCES BY SUCH PROFESSIONAL
AND AMATEUR ACTORS AND ACTRESSES
AS: NINO KASRADZE, IRAKLI KAVSADZE,
ABESALOM AND MAMUKA LORIA, VANO
IANTBELIDZE, NINO KURATASHVILI,
SALOME GHVINIASHVILI, DATO IASHVILI,
ZAAL KAKABADZE, AMIRAN KADEISHVILI
AND OTHERS.

www.magticom.ge
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Nino Kuratashvili - a well-known TV journalist, the
face of the Public Broadcaster and a girl who got a shepherd
to drive back sheep is our guest today ...

— My co-operation with MagtiCom and Neostudio began
some time before the release of the “Call me back” promo.
| was first featured in the “You can't hide from me” promo
shortly followed by my life-size image on MagtiCom'’s bill-
board, which used to grace the current building of the Thilisi
City Council. Then came a documentary marking the fifth an-
niversary of MagtiCom'’s launch. It built up my image as an ex-
pert in the field of mobile phones and became a cause of dis-
appointment every time | failed to give an expert answer...

www.magticom.ge
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As a child, she dreamed of becoming a doctor. On

graduating from school, she developed a keen interest
in painting and architecture.

— My mother is a pediatrician. She worked at a
children’s hospital. | was a frequent visitor there and
willingly had blood tests in exchange for a doctor’s
smock or stethoscope. | used to take Georgian danc-
ing as well as skating classes and my choreographer
was sure that | was destined for a glittering ballet ca-

reer, but...

When | graduated from school | acquired a knack

for painting and began to make arrangements for
enrolment at the Academy of Arts... the
modeling faculty was then at the
peak of popularity, but | was more
interested in architecture, res-
toration techniques... however,
immediately prior to the entrance
exams, | decided to remain loyal
to my childhood dream and...
signed up at the Medical Institute.

The same summer she was
offered arole ina film...

— Film directors: Rezo Esadze,
Levan Tutberidze and many others
often came to the dance studio to
audition potential actresses. | used to
decline all of their offers as they were
of no interest to me at all. My interest
in shooting began, however, to rise

when Nana Janelidze offered me a role in lavnana. Be-

cause of the entrance exams, | arrived late in Sagura-

mo. The llia Chavchavadze House Museum served as
a filming location. Thrust into the midst of shooting
activities | immediately regretted having missed so
many other opportunities.
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| subsequently appeared in nearly all films

by Nana Janelidze, namely, “Dreams of the Dry

Bridge” (2003) “Christmas Gift” (2005), “Will

there be a theatre up there?” (2011). | accepted
all roles without even reading the scripts first.

In real life, however, she was never to fill the
role of a doctor. A graduate of the Medical Insti-
tute, she thinks she is a journalist by profession,
not a doctor.

My childhood dream of becoming a doctor
remained a dream. Immediately after graduation
} from the Institute, Manana Shevardnadze and

Nana Janelidze recommended me for a job as a
journalist with TV Channel I. | could already draw
on my experience as a host of “Black Box" - a pro-
gramme that used to

by ofsbpmmb Bogbmmaam. o6 doob@nMgbgdos.
ﬁmgo babs ontDdeaa 80806300 cBnQ’taan ,,n035060“, QoanE-
&nfgbroon, doamsd dabomgdo gsdmipydol asdm Lagm@msdmdn
63(105 ﬁoaaQn. ,,003606013” agmod 5033030dnb bob@-a‘g‘balﬂaan
0mdebgb. Mmpgbsy gopomydol 3Gmzgbn gbsby s mags-
5(3 393bo dobo 8mbsbomy, ammo sdbyws s g0bsby, sy
585Dy oMb Mmd 3500mdgo.

d98ga Jomds@mbo bobasl mnogdnl ygzgms gomddo do-
gomy dmbsbomymds — bzgbomba oM 330mbummdn, aby
Smoﬁbanaan. Ub %0@83600 - ,,aaﬁoqmn bn@nb bn%aﬁaan"
(2003 6.), ,bodmdom LoRayds-
o (2005 6.} > ,,63@)030 n:J
mgoGo ofob?!* (2011 6.).

boﬁa&nenﬁm n5b®n®lﬂ-
@nb Qoamogﬁaa}nb Bgang
Mgofn bamomo 56 Row(y-
308]3 > Qng cgndﬁm&b,
fmd Bﬁmc{mbnnm 5'35160-
@nb@no o 565 adnan.

be aired by Channel Il once a
month. Though already accustomed to
facing TV cameras, | was having a really
tough time working as Moambe's news
anchor. Perhaps | was too young to
take an interest in political affairs. Be-
sides, the country was going through
a rough patch then. To further com-
plicate matters, | once had a drop-out
(lost connection) with an interviewee.
It was a technical mishap, which had
an explosive effect on my nerves. | de-

- adnambo 01(36360@,
E}oaaamanb 60@0@360@
@oaﬁﬁo. n5b@n®{j®nb @8-
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cided to leave. But | was soon faced
with a new job in a morning pro-
gramme called “Alioni".

In Alioni | joined a team of Nino
Shubladze, Maia Asatiani, Nino
Meunargia, Zaliko Udumashvili, Gi-
orgi Akhvlediani, Aliko Elisashvili and

www.magticom.ge
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Aleko Parulava... The skills and experience | acquired there
during six months got me back to Moambe...

After some time she still had to quit the channel.

- | had a newborn, Mariam. She had trouble sleeping
and | was not getting a wink of sleep either and, therefore,
there was no way for me to unwind and relieve the tension
of work. | was receiving multiple job offers then but my
daughter needed me more. Now Mariam is a big girl, she is
seven and she’s got her own job — she goes to school.
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In 2011 | realized that it was time to return
to familiar territory and accepted an offer from
my friends: Goga Chartolani, Rezo Chichinadze,
Nino Zautashvili, Salome Dadunashvili and Nana
Pachuashvili. Again | ended up on screen as a
presenter of “Paradise Apples” — a show run by the
Public Broadcaster. The show’s airtime, format and
content struck me as very interesting and inspiring;
besides it didn't require me to alter the pace of life
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to which | had already accustomed myself. Now the
show gets more airtime and gives the presenters
much more freedom, leaving for them greater room
for personal opinion.

And still, has Nino Kuratashvili got the makings of a
doctor, an actress or a journalist?

- | cannot qualify as a
doctor, nor can | claim to be
an actress. A journalist | am,
but all my efforts in this field
have gone down the drain
thanks to one “starring role".

I mean the “Call me back”
promo, which catapulted me
to fame. Immediately after
the release of this promo |
became popular, an instantly
recognizable face... well, it's a
joke. Television promos wield
formidable power indeed, but
a great deal also depends on
the directors and operators;
who stands behind them and
what they promote... | always
feel very privileged to appear
in films and promos directed by
o Nana Janelidze, Giorgi Ebralidze,
SRS ANETE Giorgi Beridze, and Neostudio.
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“And St. Shushanik abandoned the craft of Chichnaukht
weaving and immersed herself thoroughly in the Book of Psalms
imbibing prophetic hymns about the Second Coming and
spending days and nights teary-eyed offering up devotional
prayers to the Lord” - this is how lakob Tsurtaveli describes the
defiant queen’s first steps along the thorny path to martyrdom.
Chichnaukht is an ancient Georgian word for silk, providing
proof that silk was fairly widespread in 5" century Kartli.
According to the legend, King Vakhtang Gorgasali is the earliest
reputed silk pioneer in Georgia. He imported silk from India,
where he accompanied Persian King Peroz during his military

campaigns...
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IN THE PAST

Caravans kept flowing to Thilisi. ..

Situated at the crossroads of different worlds, Thilisi went
from one owner to another. However, whether its rulers were
Mazdeans, Christians or Muslims, caravans seemed to be an
unalterable fact of life: they never ceased their flow to Thilisi...

Caravans were eagerly awaited in caravanserais whose
stalls would be immediately piled high with rolls of seductively
glittering fabrics of oriental design, an impressive range of shawls,
scarves and kerchiefs in vivid colours of peacock plumage, and
an opulent kaleidoscope of Venetian things... Venetia was in
close vicinity, quite within a stone’s throw. Thus, Mediterranean
goods were nothing out of the ordinary in the Kartli Kingdom - it
was after all a matter of only two days to reach the shores of the
boot-shaped Italian Peninsula from Phasis. The silk, by contrast,
was nothing short of a miracle! This weightless and rustling
wonder capable of sliding through the tiny hole of a ring was the
cherished dream of everyone — and not only in Georgia.

INSIDE A TEACUP

Legend gives credit for developing silk in the fifth millennium
BC to a Chinese empress who is supposed to have accidentally
dropped a silk cocoon into a hot cup of tea during her leisure
hours under a mulberry tree, discovering that the pupa unfurled
into a shiny thread several hundred yards long.

The earliest archaeological evidence of silk was unearthed in
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North China’s Shanxi Province. The first cocoon ever found dates
back to 2200 to 1700 BC. Ancient burial grounds in South China
brought to the light the earliest samples of silk fabric ascribed to
the Warring States Period (475 - 221 BC).

SECRET OF HEADDRESS AND BAMBOO WALKING STICKS

For many centuries silk production remained a state
secret confined to the boundaries of the Chinese Empire. The
punishment for any attempt to smuggle out this secret was
death. The king of Khotan went an extra mile to make silk know-
how his own, but all in vain. In the end he decided to play a trick
on the Chinese emperor and asked him for his daughter’s hand in
marriage. The emperor acceded to his

wish. The king of Khotan then sent
an envoy to the princess to tell her
that Khotan had a hoard of precious
jewels but the choice of fabrics
there was increasingly scarce...
How could the princess deny herself
the luxury of silk robes? Secretly she
hid mulberry seeds and silkworm
eggs in her royal headdress as well
as among herbs in a medicine chest.
She went even further and made
silkworm breeders, weavers and
mulberry tree growers intermingle
with her eunuch servants. Thus she
crossed the Chinese border.

It is believed that in 552 AD two
monks brought back the secret
of silk to Emperor Justinian of the
Byzantine Empire by concealing
silkworm eggs in their bamboo
walking sticks.

It was a real silk leak ...
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SILK ROAD

The Chinese emperor Udi upon receiving an account from
his vizier, in which the latter described the Ferghana steppes
and agile, tough and sure-footed breed of horses dwarfing their
heavy and bulky Chinese counterparts, made a long-awaited
decision to export silk in exchange for those magnificently
beautiful creatures, wine and precious stones thus laying the
groundwork for the Silk Road. The year was 121 BC when the first
caravan heavily laden with bronze mirrors and brightly coloured
silks set out on its journey for the west starting the ball rolling on
a new trade route...

From the 4" through the 9"
centuries trade was booming along
the Silk Road spawning many new
cities and countries. People continued
to thrive on this roaring trade until the
east came up against the west. Wars
that broke out between Byzantium and
Persia dampened down trade and the
Silk Road forked into different routes:
southern, north Caucasian, others...
it marked the demise of the Silk
Road. Such a split-up of the Silk Road
between the empires increased the risk
of robbery. Merchants travelling from
the west were assaulted and robbed
on the east section of the road and vice
versa. From the 15" century, daredevil
captains began to take roundabout
ocean routes to reach the destination.
Thus, the marine route soon took over
from the overland main artery known
as the Silk Road... caravans did still
keep flowing in Thilisi, but with no past
grandeur or opulence.
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History repeats itself. It is cyclic rather than linear in its
evolution. The Silk Road was vitally important to Georgia - a
country that does not entirely lie either in the west or in the east;
a country where these two worlds fuse and melt into a single
whole. And it is the precise nature of this country, its essence and
its mission.

In 1993 the east and the west were married again. The then
President of Georgia, Mr Eduard Shevardnadze gave his blessing
to this marriage by announcing the restoration of the Great Silk
Road. The project was named TRACECA and is still headquartered
in Baku. The agreement then reached between Europe, Central
Asia and the Caucasus acted as a trigger for the Baku-Thilisi-
Ceyhan Pipeline and the Shah Deniz Project the latter was
approved only a few months ago. Today oil has become a great
substitute for silk being transported via Georgia from eastern to
European countries. But oil is equally as precious as silk used to
be in the distant past, isn't it? Georgia regained its function of
serving as an east-west interconnector. But the route connecting
Transcaucasus to Europe is another story... Let us hark back to
Sillcs
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MYSTERY OF METAMORPHOSIS

The silk moth is a domesticated insect that goes through a
complete life cycle and feeds voraciously on mulberry leaves. The
female moth lays tiny eggs that hatch to release tiny worms. The
larvae shed their skins four times and soon increase their body
mass by as much as 10 thousand times and their size up to 20
thousand times. The larvae go through five growth stages. They
keep eating until it is time to move on to the next stage. Then they
purge their guts and release clear fluid. The larval period is about
28 days. They will then enter the pupa phase of their life cycle and
enclose themselves in a cocoon. This phase lasts 4-5 days. Male
cocoons are larger than female ones and produce substantially
more thread. Cocoon pigmentation varies depending on the
species of silkworm larvae. Once the pupa is complete it goes to
sleep and after a period of 8-12 days emerges by rupturing the
cocoon as an adult moth.
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In silk production, however, the pupa is not allowed to make
a hole in the cocoon as the enzymes they release are destructive
and seriously reduce the value of silk threads. To prevent this, the
silkworm cocoons are boiled. The heat kills the silkworms and the
water makes the cocoons easier to unravel.

Each cocoon yields 800-1000 metres of silk thread. Some
threads are distinguished for their lustre, others for elasticity or
toughness depending on the species they are obtained from. Silk
threads have a roughly triangular cross section that contributes
to their shiny finish and iridescent effect.

All the rest depends on the expertise of silk makers. In the
past silk fabrics were woven on hand looms. Presently, they are
manufactured in factories using cutting-edge technologies.

Silk Museum

In the 19th century silk began to gain its lead as an advanced
sector of the industry in Russia. As a further manifestation of
this interest Nikolay Shavrov founded the Caucasus Sericulture
Station in Thilisi in 1887, which was relocated to an architecturally
unique building in 1912.

Currently, the building houses the Silk Museum and the
Specialized Library, which offer one of the world’s most unique
collections of over 5000 silkworm species and hybrid offspring,
and provide tours encompassing the life cycle of the silkworm,
peculiarities of silk of different origin, unique qualities of silk fibre
as well as dyeing methods.

The museum building is in dire need of rehabilitation. It will
be absolutely unforgiveable if, due to a lack of basic care, this
extensive collection falls to ruin. But it is not only the museum
that calls for refurbishment; we do acknowledge that the silk
industry too needs to be taken care of (including at the state
level).

By IRA CHELIDZE
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